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) Kaddoumi: PLO will heal Syria rift 

!• SANAA (R) 7 - Palestinian Foreign Affairs Chief Farouk Kad- 
doumi said Fnday the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
was determined to heal its rift with Syria. Speaking at a press 
conference in the North Yemeni capital, Mr. Kaddoumi said: 
"We will spare no effort to mend fences with sisterly Syria. Syria is 
a frontline country in the struggle against the enemy (Israel), 
therefore we should have close relations with it." Mr. Kaddoumi 
has been attending the annual meeting here of foreign ministers 
from nations m the Organisation of Islamic Conference (QIC) 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat used to be partly-based in Syria but 
. was expelled last year after Syria took the side of Palestinian 
radicals. The radicals rebelled against Mr. Arafat, saying he was 
coo moderate in the Palestinians’ fight to regain their homeland. 
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Pirzada elected OIC chief 


■^jSANAA (R) — The Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
Friday chose Pakistani Law Minister Sharifuddin Pirzada to suc- 
■ceetf Habib Chatti of Tunisia as OIC secretary-general, OIC 
sources said. Mr. Pirzada will take over when Mr. Chattfs fpur- 
year term expires next month. North Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim A! Iryani, chairman of the OIC foreign minister's 
meeting here, announced 1 the choice Friday evening after the only 
' other candidate, former Bangladeshi Foreign Minister Ami- 
j nurrahman Shams Ad Duha withdrew his candidacy, the sources 
| t said.Mr. Pirzada, an eminent jurist in his mid-50s. has served in 
Several Pakistani administrations since the 1960s. He was foreign 
| "’minister under Ayoub Khan, artomey- general under Yahya Khan 
and rejoined the government in 1979 as law minister and 
attorney-gene ral. 
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U.N. team to probe 
poWs situation 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 

An understanding has been 

reached with the governments of 
frail and Iraq to send a mission to 
examine the situation of prisoners 
of war (PoWs) and civilian det- 
‘ afnecs in both countries, acc- 
ording to a spokesman for 

Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. A U-N. mission was ori- 
ginally scheduled to visit the two 
countries in November, but was 
cancelled because agreement 
could not be reached on technical 
details of the trip. The mission’s 
main objective is to inquire into an 
incident which reportedly occ- 
urred on Oct. 10 in a camp for 
Iraqi prisoners of war located in 
Gcxrgban. Iran. The mission will 
also visit Iraq and then report on 
all the concerns that both Iran and 
Iraq have expressed regarding the 
situation of prisoners of war. 

Abramowitz to head 
State Department 
intelligence bureau 
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Jordan, sultanate establish diplomatic relations 

Sultan of Brunei ends 
visit with call for Israeli 
withdrawal, peace in Gulf 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and Brunei announced 
Friday that the two countries have decided to 
establish diplomatic relations and that they 
share identical views on the Palestinian 
cause, the Iran-Iraq war, the Lebanese pro- 
blem and the situation in South-East Asia. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
[j U.S. Secretary of State George 

. Shultz has selected Morton Abr- 
amowitz, a career minister of the 
; Vi.. ; ' senior foreign service, as director 
■- w‘t of the Bureau of Intelligence and 
1 Research, succeeding Hugh Mon- 
- - • r:i. tgonery and the appointment will 
: i w be effective Feb. 1, State Dep- 

. j -, : f f ailment spokesman John Hughes 

. said. Mr. Abramowitz* most rec- 

e'nt assignment was U.S. rep- 
. • . resentative to the mutual and bal- 
anced force reduction neg- 
orations in Vienna. Earlier, he 
- . 7’>i ' served as U.S. ambassador toTha- 
. ifand (1978-81) and deputy ass- 
..." istant secretary of defence for 
'-,7.1 inter- American, East Asian and 
VlV Pacific affairs. 
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France jails 
five Armenians 


CRETEJL , France (AP) — Five 
of six Armenians charged with 
complicity in the July 1983 bom- 
bing at Orly airport that killed 
eigbt people and wounded more 
than 50 were convicted Friday and 
sentenced to terms ranging from 
two to four years in prison. Avedis 
Catanassian. 28, was given a 
four-year sentence, Bedros Hal- 
il ablian, 29, was sentenced to three 
: years, Nersez Tasci 24, and Oha- 
nes Catanassian. 25. were jailed 
.for two years, and Antoin Ach- 
koyan, 38. received a 30-month 
sentence. Roobik Avanasian, 26, 
was acquitted. All had been cha- 
rged with association with cri- 
mmals. illegal possession of arms, 
ammunition and explosives and 
making false documents. 

UNHCR appeals for 
aid in Sudan 

GENEVA (R) — The United 
• [Nations High Commissioner for 
'Refugees (UNHCR), Poul Har- 
ding, Friday launched an erne- 
jr rgency appeal for $11 million to 
rope with a dramatic increase of 
refugees from Ethiopia into eas- 
tern Sudan. A UNHCR office sta- 
tement said in early November 
new arrivals were estimated at 
'35,000. By Dec. 15 a further 
75,000 had flooded in and the 
exodus from Ethiopia's drought- 
, .ravaged northern provinces of 
Tigre and Eritrea was continuing 
?tthe rate of 1,000 to 1,200 peo- 
ple a day. 


The announcement came in a 
joint communique issued at the 
end of a three-day state visit to 
Jordan by Sultan Muda Hassanal 
BoQtiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaullah 
and his wife, Princess Hajjah Mar- 
iam. upon the invitation of Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor. 

The communique said that Jor- 
dan and Brunei will take “the nec- 
essary steps to put this decision (to 
establish diplomatic relations) 
into effect as soon as possible." 

At present Brunei maintains 
only one diplomatic mission in the 
Middle East, based in Cairo. 

Referring to the Middle East 
situation, the communique said 
both Jordan and Biunei "totally 
oppose all Israeli efforts aimed at 
altering the Arab and Islamic ide- 
ntity* of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. “They consider 
the establishment of Israeli col- 
onies and Jewish settlers in the 
occupied Arab territories as iH- 
■ egaL conttary.no intematmnaUaw - 
and a serious threat to theehances 
of peace in the area," it added. 

Jordan, and Brunei also agreed 
that the foundation to a just sol- 
ution to the Arab-Israeli conflict 
“lies in the implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 242 
with its central formula of the 
non-adraissibility of the acq- 


uisition of territory by war and the 
need for Israeli withdrawal from, 
all occupied Arab territories in 
1967." the joint communique 
said. 

Commenting on the 30- 
month-old Israeli occupation of 
South Lebanon, the communique 
said "the two sides agreed on the 
need to exert all possible efforts to 
secure Israel's full withdrawal 
from all the Lebanese territories'' 
and "support all efforts aimed at 
allowing the Lebanese legitimate 
authority to guarantee the ter- 
ritorial integrity, sovereignty and 
independence of Lebanon." 

Turning to the Iran-lraq war, it 
said: “This war which has entered 
its fifth year has caused massive 
materia] damage and loss of 
human lives to the two nei- 
ghbourly and Muslim countries,” 
and "poses grave rides to the sec- 
urity and stability of the region 
and opens the way for possible 
outside intervention." 

...It appealed to.the. waning cou- 
ntries to "end the war so that a 
settlement can be reached that will 
a guarantee the legitimate rights 
of the two parties..." 

Referring to bilateral relations, 
the communique said the two 
sides expressed “complete sat- 
isfaction with the brotherly and 
friendly ties that bind their poe- 


oples” and agreed to enhance 
cooperation in all aspects. 

Jordan has agreed to allocate 
seats in the Kingdom’s universities 
for students from Brunei and pro- 
vide technical experts to Brunei 
upon the request of the Far Eas- 
tern sultanate. 

The discussions held between 
the two sides gave particular con- 
sideration to Islamic affairs and 
both sides agreed to intensify eff- 
orts aimed at promoting inter- 
Islamic cooperation, it said. 

Sultan Muda and Princess Mar- 
iam also extended an invitation to 
King Hussein and Queen Noor to 
visit Brunei and the King and 
Queen accepted the invitation, the 
communi-'Me said. It did not say 
when the King and Queen will 
visit Brunei. (The full text of the 
Jordan- Brunei joint communique 
will be published in tomorrow’s 
issue of the Jordan Times). 

A member of an official del- 
egation accompanying Sultan 
Muda told the Jordan Times that 
the Brunei leader 1 s current tour of 
the Middle East is his second off- 
icial since the small South Asian 
nation was declared an ind- 
ependent state last year. The del- 
egation member said that the Sul- 
tan's first tour included Japan and 
South Korea — biggest investors 
in BrunePs oil and gas industries 
and the most biggest importers of 
its petroleum output. 

But while the Sultan’s Far Asian 
- torn: was basically aimed -at -con- 
solidating the already strong rel- 
ations with Japan and South 
Korea, the second tour bore an 
"important political dimension 

(Continued on page 5)' 

Princess Mariam visits historic 
places, page 3 



Sultan Muda Hassanal BoDdah of Brunei, acc- 
ompanied by His Majesty King Hussein inspects a 
guard of honour mounted at the airport to mark the 


occasion of the conclusion of his three-day visit to 
Jordan Friday (Petra photo) 


Ustinov, powerful Soviet 
defence minister, dies at 76 


Car bomb West German Greens 

kills 3 at delegation due Sunday 

T ara By Salameh B. Ne’matt A1 Masri, Lower House of Pa 

JL/C V U-IlCuU Jordan Times Staff Reporter Iiament Speaker Akef A1 Fayi 

and other Jordanian officials. 

|-"V rn _ _ AMMAN — A West German del- The delegation, which racludi 

JL/ i U-ZC egation representing the Greens Brigitte Heinrich, who is also 

Partv currently on a fact-finding member of the European Pa 

school 


BEIRUT (R) — A big car bomb 
killed three people and injured 30 
at a Druze village school near Bei- 
rut. setting off an artillery duel 
which sent shells crashing into the 
mostly Christian sector of the 
capital, local radios reported. 

The mainly Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) radio said 19 
children were among those wou- 
nded when a bomb rigged in a 
green Mercedes car went off at. 
Ras AI Metn in the mountains 15 
kilometres east of Beirut, an area 
controlled by the Syrian army. It 
was the fourth major attack on 
Druze targets in Lebanon in three 
weeks. 

Within minutes of the blast, at 
least four shells fell on Ashrafiyeh. 
the hub of east Beirut, injuring 
three people, as PSP fighters fired 
on the eastern sector, a rightist 
radio said. 

Three shells also exploded near 
the presidential palace and the 
Ministry of Defence in the hill 
suburbs of Beirut, it said. 

PSP radio said the PSP- 
dominated town of Bhamdoun, 
across the valley from Ras Al 
Metn. briefly came under shell 
fire. 

Calling for blood donations for 
hospitals treating the wounded, 
PSP radio blamed “suspicious 
departments" for the blast. In the 
past, the phrase has meant gov- 
ernment agencies allegedly con- 
trolled by the PSPs rivals in the 
mostly Christian Falange Party. 

Like three similar attacks in the 
past month, it was unclear who 
was behind Friday's bombing. 

On Nov. 29, a car bomb in the 
Druze village of Aley, near Ras Al 
Metn, killed four people and inj- 
ured 14. A car bomb outside the 
Druze community beadq uaners in 
west Beirut on Dec. 12 injured 12 
people. 

Two days later, unknown gun- 
men shot and killed a senior Druze 
officer in west Beirut 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A West German del- 
egation representing the Greens 
Party currently on a fact-finding 
mission in the Middle East is due 
to arrive here Sunday for a two- 
day official visit to Jordan, a spo- 
kesman for the German embassy 
said Friday. 

The seven-member delegation, 
which includes two members of 
the West German parliament 
(Bundestag), is expected to hold 
talks with Foreign Minister Taher 


Al Masri, Lower House of Par- 
liament Speaker Akef Al Fayez 
and other Jordanian officials. 

Tile delegation, which includes 
Brigitte Heinrich, who is also a 
member of the European Par- 
liament. was denied permission 
Monday to enter Israel because of 
Miss Heinrich’s support of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and the "anti-Israeli tone 
of a working document prepared 
for the trip," the New York Times 
reported on Monday. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50rfyols; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Islamic 
ministers 
seek 
formula 
to end 
Gulf war 

SANAA (R) — Islamic foreign 
ministers, in the fourth day of their 
annual conference, tried Friday to 
find a common formula on the 
Gulf war between Iran and Iraq, 
the most contentious issue to eme- 
rge so far at the five-day meeting. 

The two belligerents, both rep- 
resented in the North Yemeni cap- 
ital at ministerial level, have pin- 
ned the blame for the war on each 
other and the 45-member Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) has made little progress in 
its efforts to bring them to the 
negotiating table. 

OIC Secretary-General Habib 
Chatti told a news conference here 
Thursday night there was una- 
nimity on the need to end the 
four-year- old conflict but the con- 
ference political committee had 
not yet drafted a resolution on the 
subject. 

The war is the only major out- 
standing item facing the com- 
mittee, which Thursday prepared 
a long list of resolutions on the 
Middle East. Lebanon and the 
Palestinian problem. 

Conference sources said Kuwait 
and 23 other OIC members had 
also drawn up a resolution con- 
demning air piracy and calling on 
Islamic countries to take strict 
measures to prevent hijackings 
and punish those who cany them 
out. 

The raove*was apparently pro- 
mpted by the hijack of a Kuwaiti 
airliner to Tehran earlier this 
month and the subsequent killing 
of two American passengers by 
the hijackers. Iran is among the 
sponsors of the motion, the sou- 
rces added. 

The document specifically men- 
tions the Tehran incident and calk 
on all Islamic states to sign int- 
ernational conventions on air pir- 
acy, try and severely punish hij- 
ackers or extradite them to the 
countries where the hijackings 
began. 

The foreign ministers were later 
Friday expected to choose a suc- 
cessor to Mr. Chatti, who leaves 
his post next month at the end of a 
four-year terra, the sources said. 

Some sources said one of the 
candidates for the post, former 
Bangladeshi Foreign Minister 
A.R. Shams Ad Duha, had wit- 
hdrawn his candidacy, leaving the 
field open to Pakistani Law Min- 
ister Sharifuddin Pirzada. 

Masri meets North Yemeni leader. 
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Shamir: Israel will soon 
decide on Lebanon pullout 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said Friday Israel would decide 
“in the coming weeks" on uni- 
lateral action to withdraw Israeli 
troops in the absence of an agr- 
eement with the Lebanese gov- 
ernment. 

Israeli military correspondents 
reported that a concensus was 
growing in the army and in the 
government to pull back the Isr- 
aeli occupation forces from the 
current “front line” at the Awali 
River. 

Reports on Israel Television, 
the state-run radio and several 
newspapers suggested the army' 
may move south from its current 
line along the Awali River near 
the Mediterranean port city of 
Sidon to the Zahrani River, 12 
kilometres south or to the Litani 
River 32 kilometres south. 

Israel would maintain its cur- 
rent positions facing Syria’s array 
in eastern Lebanon's Bekaa Val- 
ley, the reports said. 

Withdrawal talks between Isr- 
ael and Lebanon on a coordinated 
withdrawal have been stalemated 
over Israel's demand for an exp- 
anded United Nations pea- 
cekeeping force in any Lebanese 
territory Israel evacuated. 

Israels chief delegate to the 
talks, Brig. Gen. Amos Gilboa 
'issued statements Thursday at the 
talks in the Lebanese border town 
of Naqoura that amounted to an 


ultimatum. He demanded Leb- 
anon return with a positive reply 
when the negotiations resume 
after a holiday recess Jan. 7 or risk 
an Israeli walk out and the beg- 
inning of an uncoordinated wit- 
hdrawal. 

"I think that in the coming 
weeks we will decide on the next 
steps," Mr. Shamir said in an int- 
erview with Israel Radio. “If they 1 
will not be agreed upon, there will 
be steps decided on only by us.” 

In Thursday’s talks at Naqoura, 
Israel threatened to break off the 
talks if Beirut did not accept the 
redeployment of an enlarged Uni- 
ted Nations peacekeeping force in 
South Lebanon. 

It issued the ultimatum in a sta- 
tement read out at the 22 th round 
of negotiations, the last session 
before a three-week Christmas 
recess. 

A Lebanese spokesman exp- 
ressed surprise at the Israeli dem- 
and and insisted that the Lebanese 
army should deploy in all areas 
vacated by Israel. 

Brigadier Gilboa said Israel ins- 
isted an expanded U .N. In terim 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) sho- 
uld take over territory between 
the Zahrani and Awali rivers. 

He said unless Israel received a 
positive reply by Jan. 7, the next , 
scheduled session of the talks, it 
would have to consider “whether 
there will be any further purpose 
in the continuation of the talks.” 


EDINBURGH (Agencies) — 
Soviet Defence Minister Dmitry 
Ustinov is dead, senior politburo 
member Mikhail Gorbachev ann- 
ounced Friday. 

Mr. Gorbachev, regarded as 
Kremlin's number two, made the 
announcement at a news con-* 
ference in the Scottish capital bef- 
ore cutting short a British tour and 
{tying home to Moscow. 

“ We have had a great and tragic 
loss," Mr. Gorbachev told rep- 
orters. 

“The minister of defence, our 
old friend and comrade Dmitry 
Feodorovich Ustinov has passed 
away." 

• Mr. Gorbachev.-broke off his 
week-long visit to Britain a day 
early after learning that Mr. Ust- 
inov, 76, was dead. 

Apart from the return of Mr. 
Gorbachev from Scotland, Prime 
Minister Nikolai Tikhonov was 
reported from Ankara to have 
postponed a trip to Turkey due to 
begin on Monday and Deputy 
Premier Ivan Arkhipov may cut 
short his visit to Peking (See page 
8 ). 

After a day of speculation 
and unconfirmed reports in Mos- 
cow, Mr. Gorbachev’s ann- 
ouncement was the first official 
word that Mr. Ustinov was dead. 

Mr. Gorbachev said his pre- 
sence as a member of the ruling 
politburo was required in Moscow 
following the news. 

The Soviet leadership is exp- 
ected to pay tribute to the veteran 
minister and is also likely to cho- 
ose a successor for his crucial post 
in the coming days. 

Mr. Ustinov, in government off- 
ice for over 40 years and defence 
chief since 1976, became one of 
the most powerful figures in the 

Results of 
Gorbachev 
visit to U.K. 
alarm U.S. 

LONDON (AP) — United States 
officials are reportedly concerned 
about the apparent success of sen- 
ior Kremlin leader Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev in promoting opp- 
osition among West European 
leaders to America's ‘star wars' 
programme . 

Mr: Gorbachev, who returned 
to Moscow Friday after cutting 
short a visit to Britain upon hea- 
ring the news of the death of Sov- 
iet Defence Minister Dimitri Ust- 
inov, stressed duringhis six days in 
Britain the Kremlin line that pro- 
gress on arms control talks would 
be impossible if Washington dev- 
eloped its “star wars" system. 

U.S. Ambassador Charles Price 
visited the British Foreign Office 
Thursday for talks within Malcolm 
Riflrind, the minister of state res- 
ponsible for Soviet block affairs. 

No details were given of what 
was discussed by Mr. Price and 
Mr. Riflrind but the London new- 
spaper the Daily Telegraph rep- 
orted Friday: “U.S. officials are 
concerned about the apparent 
success of Mr. Gorbachev’s mis- 
sion to Britain in promoting Wes- 
tern European opposition to 
America's anti-missile space def- 
ence plans." 

U.S. says Soviets aiming to site 450 
to 500 SS-20s, page 8 



Dmitry Ustinov (1908-1984) 

Kremlin in the 1980’s and was 
seen as a co-architect of a tougher 
policy towards the West. 

He became one of the leading 
members of the ruling politburo 
under former President Leonid 
Brezhnev and expanded his role 
still further in the administrations 
of his successors. 

After Konstantin Chernenko 
took office last February, Kremlin 
power appeared to be eff. .lively 
in the hands of a “triumvirate" 
with Mr. Ustinov and Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko vir- 
tually in control of foreign policy 
decision making. 

Most Western diplomatic ana- 
lysts believe it was the two min- 
isters who set Moscow on a har- 
dline course towards the West and 
masterminded the end of nuclear 
arms negotiations after the United 
States began deploying nuclear 
missiles in Europe. 

It was primarily Marshal Ust- 
inov who enunciated the tougher 
Soviet line in a series of speeches 
in which he threatened dev- 
astating retaliation against any use 


of atomic arms by the West and 
pledged to keep modernising 
Moscow’s nuclear arsenal. 

Western military experts credit 
Mr. Ustinov, who was in earlier 
years a driving force behind the 
Soviet space programme, with an 
enlightened approach in his rote as 
armed forces chief. They say he 
encouraged a thorough revision of 
Soviet war strategies, which had 
long remained rooted in World 
War II techniques. 

Mr. Ustinov has not been seen 
in public since the end of Sep- 
tember and was reported to be ser- 
iously ill, though details of his ill- 
ness were not known. 

Some East European sources 
said in Moscow they had been inf- 
ormed that an official ann- 
ouncement would not be made 
until early Saturday. 

Mr. Ustinov was not seen as a 
candidate for the leadership of the 
Soviet Communist Party but as a 
powerful figure behind the scenes. 

Analysts of Kremlin politics 
frequently referred to him as a 
“kingmaker" whose support 
could sway the odds in favour of 
one or other would-be party lea- 
der. 

His death leaves a vacuum not 
easily filled. Mr. Ustinov com- 
bined the important Defence Min- 
istry post with the party authority 
concoramitant with his mem- 
bership of the ruling politburo. 

He might be replaced by one of 
his three deputies at the Defence 
Ministry. It was one of these. Mar- 
shal Sergei Sokolov, who took Mr. 
Ustinov’s place at the Red Square 
Nov. 7 parade. 

The others are Marshal Viktor 
Kulikov, head of the Warsaw Pact 
forces, and Soviet Chief-of- Staff 
Marshal Sergei Akhromeyev. 


Two tankers abandoned ablaze 
after Iraqi missile hits in Gulf 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Iraq ann- 
ounced Friday that its jet fighters 
raided two “large naval targets" in 
pursuit of its blockade on Iran's 
Kharg Island oil terminal, and for 
the first time in the so-called Gulf 
tanker war there was confirmation 
of two vessels Iraqi attacked the 
same day. 

The attacks were the latest in 
the almost daily forrays now of 
Iraqi warplanes on tankers and 
freighters plying Iranian waters 
with the avowed aim of Baghdad 
to tighten the year-old blockade 
and economically choke off its 
Gulf foe as their war eaters its 51 st 


month. 

Gulf shipping sources first rep- 
orted that the 230,000-ton Nor- 
wegian supertanker Thorshavel, 
fully laden with Iranian crude oil 
destined for Japan, was set ablaze 
some 96 kilometres south of the 
Kharg terminal. 

Hours later, the London-based 
Lloyds shipping intelligence unit 
reported that the 52.661 -ton Lib- 
erian tanker Magnolia was also 
attacked about 49 kilometres 
south of Kharg. 

Two unidentified crewmen of 
the Magnolia were killed in the 
strike, but the 26-mcmber Nor- 


wegian and Spanish crew of the 
Thorshavet were safe, according 
to the reports. 

The Iraqi military spokesman in 
Baghdad said “direct hits” were 
scored in the attacks - 

In Iraqi military parlance, the 
term “large naval targets" usually 
refers to supertankers. 

Both tankers were abandoned 
by their crew when attacked, exc- 
ept for the Norwegian captain of 
the Thorshavet, Egi Endresen, 
who remained behind to assist in 
the salvage operation for his ship. 
His chief officer, unidentified, was 
also with him. 


Bhopal faces fly menace as gas threat recedes 


BHOPAL, India (R) — Swarms 
of flies lured by the carcasses of 
dead livestock threatened Bhopal 
Friday as scientists neutralised the 
last of the lethal gas that killed 
more than 2,500 people in this 
central Indian city. 

City officials said thousands of 
blue flies had gathered at Bha- 
npura, seven kilometres south of 
the city, where more than 1,000 
animals killed by the Dec, 3 poi- 
son gas leak were buried. 

The flies were now descending 
on densely populated areas of 
Bhopal, an official said. 

“We are doing our best to con- 
trol the threat," he said. An off- 
icial spokesman told reporters 22 
tonnes of methyl isocyanate 
(MIC) gas had so far been con- 


verted into pesticide and the rem- 
aining 1.2 tonnes, stored in sta- 
inless steel drums, were being tre- 
ated Friday. 

He said this would complete 
“Operation faith," the name given 
to the conversion. Storage tanks 
and pipelines in the plant, which 
belongs to the Indian subsidiary of 
the U.S. Union Carbide Cor- 
poration, had also been cleaned, 
he added. 

Nearly all Bhopal's shops and 
businesses have reopened as tho- 
usands of people who fled before 
“Operation faith" poured back 
into the city. About 250,000 of the 
city’s population of 700,000 
moved out in a panic exodus. 

But many labourers who inh- 
aled the gas said they were unable 


to work a full day because they 
became exhausted quickly. Most 
live on day or weekly wages. 

Government camps set up to 
house those who fled their homes 
□ear the factory have now closed. 
Excess food and firewood was dis- 
tributed to the refugees. 

The government of Madhya 
Pradesh stare, of which Bhopal is 
the capital has cancelled winter 
holidays for schools and colleges 
to make up for the time lost when 
they closed after the leak on Dec. 
3. They are due to reopen on 
Monday. 

N.R. Bhandari, superintendent 
of the city's main hospital, tokl 
Reuters five new patients had 
been admitted over the last 24 
hours with secondary effects . 




2 Home-Middle East news 


Lebanese critical of French 
troops after Israeli attack 


JORDAN nMES, SATURDAY DECE MBER 


TYRE , Le banon (R) — South Lebanese villagers say 
French troops In the U.N. peacekeeping force failed 
to protect the m during an Israeli attack last week in 
which medical sources said six people were killed. 


“We want go od rel ations with 
the French in UN IF EL (U.N. Int- 
erim Force In Lebanon) but after 
what happened we don’t want 
anything more to do with them,” 
said Mohammad Haukous, a local 
resistance leader against the Isr- 
aeli occupation. 

UNIFIL spokesman Timor 
Goksel acknowledged the UNI- 
FIL' s good relations with the 
Shfite Muslim villages had been 
damaged by the raid but said acc- 
usations by local people of UNI- 
FIL complicity were ridiculous. 

He sa id villagers misunderstood 
UNIFIL' s role in relation to Isr- 
aeli troops. 

“Here we have two forces with 
totally incompatible goals and tot- 
ally different methods of ope- 
ration... UNIFIL is not allowed to 
fire a single shot unless in self- 
defence,” he said. 

Last week’s Israeli operation in 
southern villages was in an area 
patrolled by French U.N. troops, 
and ShTite leader Nabih Beni has 
said he was almost certain UNI- 
FIL was involved. 

Medical sources said six people, 
mostly women, were shot dead 


when Israeli soldiers hunted res- 
istance fighters in the villages. Isr- 
ael said its troops killed two peo- 
ple. 

People in Maarakeh said they 
became apprehensive when UNI- 
FIL troops abandoned a che- 
ckpoint at the entrance to the vil- 
lage two days before the raid. 

“Afte r the raid, people believe 
UNIFIL is only here to bury 
them." said Khalil Gerahdi, a res- 
istance leader in Maarakeh. 

Goksel told Reuters a UNIFIL 
patrol was in Maarakeh during the 
Israeli raid. In one village, a 
French soldier fired over the head 
of an Israeli who had fired in his 
direction, he said. 

He said the Israelis denied the 
UNIFIL patrol in Maarakeh fre- 
edom of movement while they 
searched the village, and delayed 
U.N. ambulances in the area from 
removing the wounded 

Several people in Tou ra vil lages 
said they saw French UNIFIL tro- 
ops alongside Israeli soldiers in 
the village. 

Om jihad Dhaine. mother of a 
17-year-old girl wounded by three 


shots in the raid, said: “I rec : 
ogn ised the feces of five Wench 
(UNIFIL) soldiers with the Isr- 
aelis” 

French troops stopped the car 
taking her daughter to hospital at 
five am. outside the village and it 
was nine a.m. before the girl was 
allowed to go to hospital, she said. 

Medical sources in the area said 
it was nine a.m. before Tyre’s 
Jebel Amel Hospital received any 
wounded. 

Mr. H aukous said: “The French 
UNIFIL troops knew everything 
in advance and they want us to pay 
for what happened to their emb- 
assy in Beirut." 

The French- embassy in 
mainly- Muslim West Beirut has 
been the target of several bomb 
and gun attacks. Last year, 58 
French troops died when a suicide 
truck bomber destroyed their Bei- 
rut h eadqu arters. 

UNIFIL was established in 
1978 after an Israeli invasion of 
South Lebanon that year and was 
mandated to “confirm” Israels 
withdrawal and help Lebanon res- 
tore government authority in the 
region. 

The force has 5,200 men from 
nine countries stationed south of 
the Litani River, but the Israelis 
have not allowed them to deploy 
along the Lebanese- Israeli bor- 
der. 
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Chad says Libya still waging war 


Israeli coalition overcomes crisis 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israels fragile 
three-month-old coalition gov- 
ernment has settled a crisis over 
religious funding that had thr- 
eatened to split it apart but now 
feces ominous discord on the issue 
of Israeli withdrawal from Leb- 
anon. 

Government leaders overcome 
a dispute between two small rel- 
igious groups in the multi-party 
coalition, persuading the National 
Religious Party (NRP) and the 
Sephardi Torah Guardians (Shas) 
to share control of funds for rel- 
igious activities. 

The dispute, which spurred the 
Shas to quit the coalition, had 
brought its main Labour and 
Likud parties into their first major 
confrontation as Likud threatened 
also to resign. 

Under a settlement announced. 
Thursday, Shas will control the 
Interior Ministry and 60 per cent 
of the budget for Jewish religious 
activities while the NRP gets the 
Religious Affairs Ministry and 
control of the other 40 per cent 

But, even as the accord was 


being worked out. Foreign Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir, who beads 
the Likud* group, publicly con- 
tradicted Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, the Labour Party chief, 
over Lebanon. 

Some commentators suggested 
Thursday that tbe religious fun- 
ding row could be a prelude to a 
more fundamental one over sou- 
thern Lebanon. 

Mr. Shamir said on television 
that Israeli troops occupying sou- 
thern Lebanon would not pullout 
until there were adequate security 
arrangements for Israel’snorthem 
borders. 

Israeli and Lebanese military 
officers, trying to negotiate terms 
for a pullout in talks at Naqoura in 
southern Lebanon, have been 
deadlocked on who should police 
thearea. 

Mr. Peres has said he is losing 
patience, and told the newspaper 
Haaretz this week that if there was 
no last-minute breakthrough “I 
am in favour of the army’s pulling 
back to the international border ... 


and taking the risk.” 

Mr. Shamir, questioned about 
possible unilateral withdrawal, 
said: “No decisions will be taken 
by this government without my, 
approval and that of the Likud." 

Mr. Peres sees withdrawal from 
Lebanon, which Israel invaded in 
June 1982 with the declared aim 
of rooting out Palestinian com- 
mandos, as the key to rebuilding 
Israels relations with Egypt and 
drawing Jordan into peace talks. 

Israel wants U.N. troops to pat- 
rol the northern part of tbe area its 
12,000 troops would vacate and 
an Israeli-backed local militia to 
control the frontier strip. 

The Lebanese government ins- 
ists that its own troops must dep- 
loy in all areas vacated by Israel. 

At the 11th round of neg- 
otiations in Naqoura, Israel Thu- 
rsday threatened to break off the 
talks unless the Lebanese gov- 
ernment accepted the deployment 
of an enlarged U.N. peacekeeping 
force in the South. 


N’DJAMENA (R) — A Libyan 
military aircraft has flown a rec- 
onnaissance mission over 
government- held positions, sho- 
wing Libya is still waging war on 
Chad. N'Djamena Radio said. 

The radio said Thursday night a 
Soviet-built Dyushin-76 flew Thu- 
rsday over Arada. 500 kilometres 
north-east of here. 

It repeated earlier government 
claims that instead of pu lling out 
its troops under an agreement 
with France last September, Libya 
was building reinforcements with 
a view to launching a fresh off- 
ensive against the government- 
held South. 

“Libya is really preparing new 
attacks against government for- 
ces," it said, urging Chadians to 
mobilise to face tbe challenge. 

The radio did not mention Thu- 
rsday’s announcement in Paris 
that French and Greek military 
observers were in Tripoli to check 
on Libyan withdrawal. 

The pullout of French and Lib- 


yan troops, which have been bac- 
king opposing sides In fighting 
between rebel and government 
forces in Chad, was due to be 
completed on Nov. 1 0. B ut France 
admitted later Libya had not hon- 
oured the pact. Tripoli insists all 
its troops have left the country. 

French Defence Minister Cha- 
rles Hemu’s remarks to jou- 
rnalists during a visit to a military 
training school in south west Fra- 
nce followed an announcement by 
External Relations Minister Rol- 
and Dumas that French military 
observers were in Tripoli. 

Mr. Hernu’s remarks were the 
first official word that both French 
and Greek observers would mon- 
itor the Libyan withdrawal from 
Chad. 

“French observer officers as 
well as Greek observer officers are 
in Tripoli at the moment These 
(French) officers were sent by the 
chief of staff a few days ago. They 
are there awaiting an observation 
mission to Chad, with a view to 


examining the conditions and 
monitoring the execution of tbe 
agreement of Sept 17 on military 
disengagement in Chad,” he said. 

France, which had 3,500 troops 
in Chad backing President HIs- 
sene Habre against Libyan- 
supported rebels led by Goukouni 
Oueddei, withdrew its men after 
signing a withdrawal agreement 
with Libya on Sept 17. 

Both sides announced the wit- 
hdrawal had been completed on 
Nov. 10 but five days later Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand met 
Libyan leader CoL Muammar 
Qadhafi on the Greek island of 
Crete and afterwards announced 
Libyan troops were still occupying 
the northern part of Chad. 

Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou engineered the Crete 
meetings 

There was no indication of how 
many officers would mir** part in 
the observation mission, or bow 
long it would last. 
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Masri meets N. Yemeni leader 

SANA’A (Petra) — North Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
Thursday received 1 Jordan’s Foreign Minister Taher A1 Masri and 
reviewed with him Arab and international issues. Listed on the 
a ge nd a of the Organisation of Islamic Conference 1 s (OIC) foreign 
minis ters meeting, currently held in the North Yemeni capital of 
Sana’a. Mr. Saleh and Mr. Masri also reviewed bilateral relations 
in tbe co mm ercial, economic and technical fields. Mr. Masri also 
conveyed the greetings of His Majesty King Hussein to the North 
Yemeni president, who also asked Mr. Masn to convey his best 
■ wishes and those of the Yemeni people to King Hussein and tbe 
Jordanian people. 

Israelis impose curfew on Dheisheh 

AMMAN (Petra) — Israeli occupation authorities Thursday da- 
mped a curfew on the Dbeisheh Camp for Palestine refugees near 
Bethlehem and broke into the houses of the camp and the nei- 
ghbouring areas in search of Arab citizens, whom the Israeli 
authorities alleged to have attacked an Israeli military vehicle on 
Wednesday near the camp. The Israeli authorities searched hou- 
ses of Arab citizens in the area and arrested a number of them. 

Euro- Arab committee to meet in Rome 

TUNIS (Petra) — The Euro- Arab dialogue's cultural labour and 
social affair s committee will hold a 2-day meeting in Rome on Jan. 
14 to discuss a number of topics on cultural and social fields. 
Participants in the meeting will discuss holding a cultural course in 
one of the Arab countries, similar to two seminars held earlier in 
Hamburg and Venice and publishing minutes of these two sem- 
inars. They will also discuss issuing an Euro- Arab periodical and 
the possibility of cooperation in the field of languages and drawing 
up a directory for cultural and scientific institutions in both Arab 
and European countries. Organising meetings between Arab and 
European writers and publishers in addition to officials in charge 
of radio, television and cinema, will be one of the subjects of 
discussion during the two-day meeting. 

Egypt considers curbing power use. 

CAIRO (R) — Prime Minister Kamal Hassan All has ordered his 
government to work on introducing a three-year crash pro- 
gramme to cut electricity use by state agencies by an average of 
about six per cent annually, officials said. They said the pro 
1 gramme, discussed with key advisers, reflects alarm at how rapidly 
rising power demand threatens to erode a surplus of crude oil now 
available for export, earning around $2 billion a year for the 
.cash-pznched economy. 


Libyan leader causes furore at Spanish island news conference 


Egypt reportedly likely to free Coptic Pope 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is likely to 
free within days the head of the 
ancient Coptic Church, banished 
to a remote desert monastery in 
1981, sources close to the gov- 
ernment has said. 

The church leader. Pope She- 
nouda III, 62, was stripped of his 
temporal powers and banished to 
Natroun, north-west of Cairo, by 
the late President Anwar Sadat. 


Mr. Sadat alleged the Coptic 
Pope had meddled in politics to 
encourage sectarian strife bet- 
ween an estimated six or seven 
million Copts and the ove- 
rwhelming Muslim majority 
among the 47 million Egyptians. 

The sources said tbe pope, lea- 
der of a church founded in the first 
century of the Christian era by 
Saint Mark, was likely to be freed 


in time to celebrate mass for the 
Coptic Christmas. By tbe calendar 
of the West” s Christian faith that is 
on Jan. 7. 

Pope Shenouda was a soldier 
and a journalist before becoming a 
priest Mr. Sadat banished him at a 
time when he was also purging 
Muslim activists and there had 
been sectarian clashes in one of 
Cairo's many slums. 


PALMA, Majorca (R) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi warned 
Spain it was entering a zone of hell 
and destruction by remaining in 
NATO and said the two Spanish 
enclaves in North Africa were 
Arab. 

Col. Qadhafi was talking at a 
news conference on the Spanish 
Mediterranean island of Majorca 
following a five-hour meeting with 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, 
and his remarks were expected to 
fuel a growing controversy over 
his visit. 

The Libyan leader, making his 
second sortie into Western Eur- 
ope in recent weeks, again denied 
that there were any Libyan forces 
in Chad, despite recent French est- 
imates that 3,000 troops were still 
there. 

The white-suited Col Qadhafi, 
who frequently smiled and ended 
the news conference laughing, 
described the North Atlantic Tre- 
aty Organisation (NATO) as an 
enemy of the Arab World and 
added: 

"Any state which is related or 
integrated with NATO is entering 
a zone of hell and destruction.” 

His remarks came on the heels 
of heated debate on NATO at a 


national congress of Mr. Gon- 
zalez’s Socialist Party which bac- 
ked his unpopular bid to keep 
Spain in the alliance. 

Much questioning of Col. Qadi 
hafi at the press conference ref- 
lected heightened interest in the. 
fete of Ceuta and Melifla — the 
two Spanish enclaves claimed by 
Morocco — following the union 
pact between Tripoli and Rabat 
last August. 

“Our position over this cause is 
very clear... Those who worry, 
why should they wony about 
Arab cities?" Col. Qadhafi asked. 

Asked whether Libya would 
come to Morocco's aid if war 
broke out over tbe enclaves, he 
said: "These are immature sup- 
positions. I hope the problem will 
be solved without force." 

Col. Qadhafi was also asked 
whether it was true that his cou- 
ntry financed the Basque sep- 
aratist guerrilla group ETA (Bas- 
que Homeland and Freedom) and 
he flatly denied it. 

“We have no relation with this 
movement," he said. 

Mr. Gonzalez’s controversial 
decision to meet Col. Qadhafi 
enabled the Libyan leader to 


make a foray into Europe at a time 
of growing isolation over his cou- 
ntry’s activities in Chad and rep- 
orted involvement in international 
terrorism. 

Spain's leading newspapers 
expressed outrage at the visit and 
demanded that Mr. Gonzalez exp- 
lain it to parliament. El Pais said 
his presence on Spanish soil was 
astonishing. 

The main opposition, the Rig- 
htist Popular Alliance, described 
the Gonzalez-Qadhafi meeting as 
, shameful 

Diario 16, whose weekly Cam- 
bio 16 said Col. Qadhafi had rec- 
ently given S900.000 to ETA, 
described him as “the terrorist 
who... finances the organisation 
that represents the main danger 
threatening Spain's democracy.” 

The meeting with Mr. Gon- 
zalez, which Col. Qadhafi des- 
cribed as very positive, was arr- 
anged by former Austrian Cha- 
ncellor Bruno Kreisky and fol- 
lowed the Libyan leader’s enc- 
ounter last month with French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and Greek Prime Minister And- 
reas Papandreou in Crete. 

Pressed to explain apparent 
contradictious in his remarks on 


Libyan troop withdrawals from 
Chad, Col. Qadhafi said rep- 
eatedly that his forces had left. 

“ There are no Libyan forces in 
Chad any more and those who are 
interested can go and see,” he 
said. 

Col. Qadhafi said Tripoli was 
offering to let an international 
commission go anywhere to verify 
the withdrawal but added: “On 
condition that it inspects the north 
and the south of Chad.” 

Col. Qadhafi also called fog 
renewed diplomatic relations with 
Britain, broken last April over the 
shooting of a British policewoman 
outside the Libyan embassy in 
London. 

Asked about a reported recent 
attempt on his life, he said: “If this 
happened, I have only heard it 
from you.’’ 

Talking about his cool relations 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, CoL Qadhafi said Libya 
had relations with peoples and 
causes but not with individuals. 

But he said Mr. Arafat was free 
to come to Libya at any time. 

“ I came to see my friends Bruno 
Kreisky and Felipe Gonzalez. The 
meeting ended very successfuQy 


and I want to express my sat- 
isfaction at the outcome," be 
added. 

Col. Qadhafi and his 25-strong 
entourage left the island for an 
unspecified destination shortly 
after tbe news conference, local 
officials said. 

Before leaving the luxury hotel 
where his party occupied 20 
rooms he briefly met Mr. Kreisky, 
they added. 

His remarks on Spain's North 
African enclaves sparked an imm- 
ediate reaction from the Spanish 
government. 

Government Spokesman Edu- 
ardo Sotilios told Spain’s national 
radio: “Of course, what I should 
say immediately is that Ceuta and 
Melilla are unequivocally Spanish 
cities and that, naturally, anything 
to do with them should affect, 
worry and interest all Spaniards." 

Foreign. Minister Fernando 
Moran told reporters at the Mad- 
rid Parliament “the Libyan- 
Moroccan pact should not become 
an obsession either for us or public 
opinion." 

He added that Col. Qadhafi had 
requested the meeting with Mr. 
Gonzalez. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* An an exhibition of ofla and wat- 
ercolours by Nelle (Swiss) at 6:00 p.m. 
at the French Cultural Centre until Dec. 
22 . 

* An exhibition of ornaments by Sab- 
abat Urtag A1 Rashdan at 5:00 p.m. at 
the Regency Palace HoieL 

* A Palestinian national documentary 
exhibition at 4:00 p-m. at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (until Dec. 241. 

■ Palestinian nurinmil exhibition of doc. 
umems at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(until Dec. 24). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from die Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 pjn_ Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 vo 
ISO year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 ami. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Royal Cultural Centre . TeL 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Culture] Centre 

■Turkish Cultural Centre 

Maya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.CA. 

y.wjdA. 

Amman Municipal Library _ 
University of Jordan Library 

MUSEUMS 


661026/7 
„ 44371 
-41520 
36147-6 
37009 
... 41993 
- 44203 
24049 
~ 39777 
665195 
667181 
41793 
664251 
-. 36111 
843555 


Folklore Mwau Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Abo mosaics 
from Mfldaba and Jeresh (4th to lBih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours 9.00 - 5 

p-m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

J tonln A reha eatagic al Mnaeum: Hasan 
e x c el le nt collection of the antiquhiea of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTs (Citadel HID). 
Opening how; 9.00 ajn. - 5.00 p-m. 

(Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 am 
4.00 pm). Closed Tuesdays. 

J a nl an g l a ti pw alC aticr r: Conminsacot- 
iection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim commies and a 
coHecwm of paintings by (9th Century 
orientalist artists. Montazah, Jabal 
Luwdbdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 »jw 
1J0 pan. and 330 pjn. - 6JOO p.m. 
dosed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (MVtary MmO: 


Uosa Anna dob. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 130 pan. 

Liana FMtaddphla Chib. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
tbe Ammon Hotel, 730 p_m. 
PMMdpbla Rotary Chob. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
130 pjn. 

Rotary dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel 2.00 pan. 
Royal Automobile Club. label Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261 . 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tcL 24590. 

Church of tbe A uarwiath w (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

Oe In Satie Church (Roman Catbo&e) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of the Aannartarion (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

Anglcaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559, 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Annouan Orthodox Church Ashrafieh, 
775261.- 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Otthodco) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman fnfrraotio— t Church (Inter* 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School is Stand saai. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 


«*IS 

Fair 

06:34. . 

— (Sunrise) Duka 

1*18 .. _ 


1*38 _ 


18* 



AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, teL (08) 53250, 
33070, 53082, 33171, where it should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

06:50 Cairo (MS) 

®»38 Aqaba (RJ) 

893ft Dubai. Karachi (RJ)' 

89:45 Cairo (RJ) 

0*45 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 — — Kuwait (RJ> 

•935 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:55 Dhahran (RJ) 

18:10 Lanucau Damascus (Rj) 

1*20 Beirut (RJ) 

1*45 — Riyadh (RJ) 

1*45 Singapore, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

12M Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Muscat 
(GF) 

14:4ft Kuwait (KU) 

163ft Baghdad (IA) 

1735 -. Athens (RJ) 

I™ Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RS) 

18:3ft Paris, Damascus (AF) 

183 1 Cairo (RJ) 

££ o Tripoli (RJ) 

Rome, Damascus (AZ) 

28:5ft Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 

»» Cairo (MS) 

— Cairo (RJ) 

01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

01:30 Bucharest, Lanmea (ROi 

DEPARTURES 

7? Cairo (RJ) 

0638 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

«« Beirut (RJ) 

*££ Aqaba (IQ) 

88:15 Beirut (MEA) 

8fc3ft .... Athens (OA) 

1M5 Tripoli (RJ) 

113ft _ Athens (RJ) 

1L45 Geneva, Madrid (RJ)- 

12:1ft — London (RJ) 

12:15 — . Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12:20 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1238 „ Rome. Paris (RJ) 

13:88 Bahrain (GF) 

143ft Cairo (RJ). 

15:4ft Kuwait (KU) 

17i5ft Baghdad (IA) 

193ft — Kuwait (RJ) 

2*15 — Jeddah (RJ) 

ttJft Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

2*45 _ Cairo (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


— — Cairo (MS) 

. Lamaca, Bucharest (RO) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port- 

— Argonaftis 

— Ibn Hazern 

— Maxko Oreskovic 

— Ibn Kbalikan 

— Kora! Oueen 

— Khareman Maras 

— Hercnd 

— Tuhobic 

— Farah One 

Amin Kawur and Sons Company, Teh 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Load sett/buy rates in fib 

Belgian franc 54.7/ 65.1 

Dutch guilder US/ 115.7 

Egyptian guinea 300/ 304 

French franc 42 Al 42.7 

Iraqi 330.6/ 3353 

kalian Lie (for 100) 21 . 1 / 213 

Japane*eyen(fdrl00) 162.7/ 163.6 

Kiiwam (fatar 13253/ 1330 

Lebanese hn 46.1/ 47.1 

Omaalriyal 1155/ 11633 

Qatan nyal 109.9/ 110.7 

SMKhijyal 113/ 113.8 

Swedish crown 45.4/ 45.7 

Swiss franc 1573/ 1583 

Syrian ura 39.9/ 409 

UAE dirham 109.3/ UO 

Mating pound 471.9/ 474.7 

U3. dollar 40 31 405 

W. German mark 129,91 130.7 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Scattered medium and high elonds win 
appear with, southeasterly moderate 
winds, la Aqaba, winds wifl be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Low/high temperature In deg.C. 

Amman 3/15 

Aqaba 10/22 

Deserts 2/16 

Iordan Valley 13/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 21. Humkfity rea- 
dings: A mm an 45 per cent, Aqaba 32 
percent 


EMERGENCIES ' 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Firaaid, fixe, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police tescue 192, 21111. 37777 

’ Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service \ 771125-8 

. Queen Alia InL Airport >(08)53333 

HOSPITALS 

V Humein Medical centre _ 813813-32 
Khali di Maternity, J. Aim .. 44281-4 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Madras. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeiaini 664171-4 

Shmeiouii Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

AhMuasber Hospital 667227-9 

The M ami e, Abdali 665292 

Al-AhH, Abdali 664164 

Italian, Ai-Mnhajrcen 777101-3 

Al-BasUr, J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army. Marks 916u 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. AD As* ad 


97919 Repair 


Dr. Mohammad AJ Abbadi . 

Mreish pharmacy 

Nairuukh pharmacy 

Grand Arab pharmacy ......... 

Ha shrn u pharmacy 

Maher pharmacy 

Na’im pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Khayyam taxi 

Bassam Palace Hnr, 

Siyaha taxi 

Hussein taxi 

KhaJdonn taxi 

Ahli taxi " 

tRBID 

Dr. Hamzeb Anaqreh 

Htsham pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Farah Aqrabawi 

Al Suker pharmacy 

general 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan ~ 

^^nistry of Tourism -_II 

Hotel compl aint* 

Price comp laints 

Telephone: " 

Information 

■tordao and Middle . 

Own* calls 

Cable or telegram 

Rapair service .. .. " 


773111 
774U1 
■ 42311 
666412 
661176 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper Rower price m, 

Ap pie (double red) 

Appfc (golden) ... 

Apjde (narken) 

Banana 

Banana (Muk&mmar) 

Beans 

Broad beans 


Chestnut ~ 

Carrot 

Cauliflower I “ 

Cucumber (targe) """ *“ 

Cucumber (fitu) _ ... 

Eggplant (large) “ 

Eggplant (small) 

Garik 

Grapefruit "" 

Lemon 


■ 240/180 
-240/180 
-240/180 
.280/240 
-240/210 
.340/300 
-700/600 
.130/100 
■650/600 

■ 120/ 90 
.230/200 
• 250(200 
.500/400 
.160/120 
■180/140 
•180/150 
■130/100 
120/ 90 


Mallow 

Mandarin ~"’*" 

“■"ftMlrtge) -I 

Onkmjtity) 

Oaron (green) 

Okra 


Orampi (Shammou 

£“sky 

Pears (American) _ 
repper (swoct) 

ffePPfc* (hot green) 
ramtoei (local) 
Quince 

Radishes l" “~ 

Spinach , : ..... 

Tomatoes 

Turnip ______ 


— 300/250 
— 140/100 
.... 160/120 

— 260/220 
— 170/140 
— 140/100 

— 650/550 

— 230/180 
180/ 140 

80 /’ 80 

— 540/480 

— 200/160 

— 240/180 

— 190/160 

— 170/130 

— 90/60 
— 120/’90 

— 350/200 

— 130/400 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Obeidat receives W. German envoy 

A MMAN (Pefra) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat Thursday 
receiv ed* w est German Ambassador Hermann Munz who called 
at “fi? 11 * Meter’s office 10 bid farewell on the occasion of the 
■ end of his term in Jordan. Mr. Obeidat also received Hungarian 
ambassador to Jordan Zoltan Szigmond. 

Finance committee discusses budget 

^ (P^-The Lower House of Parliament financial 
committee, headed by Khaled A1 Haj Hassan, resumed its dis- 
cussions Thursday on the general budget law for the year 1985 
Attending the discussions were Minister of Finance Hanna Odeh 
and Budgei Department Director General Aii A1 Gharatbeh. 

Jordanian dies in Iraq car accident 

( p f™) Ministry of Foreign Affairs has received 

a came from the Jordanian embassy in Baghdad, to the effect that 
a Jordanian citizen, Adilah Hamdan Said, has been killed as a 
result of car accident in Anbar Govemorate in Iraq. 

Woman injured as car hits electrical pole 

•AMMAN (J.T.) — A woman, identified as Arsor Malki, was 
injured in the face when her private car hit an electrical pole 
.Thursday, according to a report in the local Arabic daily Sawt A1 
Shaab. Eyewitnesses said that the accident occurred when Mrs. 
Malki tried to avoid a car which was being driven very fast. 


Dawoudieh opens Yajouz mosque 


AMMAN (Petra 1 — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abed 
Khalaf Dawoudieh Thursday ina- 
ugurated Abdul Razzaq Af Daw- 
oud Mosque in Yajouz. In a spe- 
ech he delivered on the occasion. 
Mr. Dawoudieh said that the set- 
ting up of this mosque reflects the 
people’s deep and true faith and 
affirms their keenness for ens- 
uring their, sons an Islamic edu- 
cation. 

He also stressed that the min- 
istry is keen to build mosques to be 
centres for Islamic thinking. The 
minister also expressed his thanks 


and appreciation to all who con- 
tributed to the building of the 
mosque and stressed the min- 
istry's readiness to cooperate with 
citizens in building mosques for 
the guidance of people. 

Also delivering a speech on the 
occasion was the ministry’s dir- 
ector of preaching and guidance. 
Dr. Ahmad Helayel, who stressed 
the importance of mosques in soc- 
iety. Attending the opening cer- 
emony were a number of ministry 
officials and notables and inh- 
abitants of Yajouz. 


Greens team due in Amman 


(Continued from page 1) 

Miss Heinrich, 43, was elected 
to the European Parliament last 
June as the Greens Party picked 
up 8.2 per cent of the West Ger- 
man electorate. The Israeli dec- 
ision to deny entry to the Greens 
came as the latter started their 
tour of the region. Id Beirut. 

At the conclusion of a five-day 
visit to Lebanon, the delegation 
announced it will demand a Eur- 
opean parliamentary investigation 
"of the ; Israel? 'occupation of South 
Lebanon, Reuters said in a dis- 
patch from Beirut. 

The agency quoted Miss Hei- 
nrich as telling a press con- 
ference “ the party will table a mot- 
ion calling for the parliament to 
set up an investigatory com- 
mittee.'’ 

The delegation, which left Bei- 
rut Friday for Damascus, will also 
try to visit Israel to study the sit- 
uation in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. It is not yet known whe- 
ther the Israeli authorities will 
allow the entry of the delegation 
when they head Monday for the 
bridge to cross from Jordan to the 
occupied West Bank. 

West German Charge d* Aff- 
aires Rodiger Lemp told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday that the Israeli 
authorities would most probably 
allow all members of the del- 
egation except Miss Heinrich who 
is considered “most con- 
troversial” member of the team by 
Israel. 

However, Mr. Lemp added, “I 
have doubts the Greens members 
would cross the bridge to the occ- 
upied West Bank without Miss 
Heinrich.” 


In Beirut, prior to their dep- 
arture for Damascus. Greens dep- 
uty in the Bundestag Jurgen Ree- 
nts said the Greens wanted the 
world to remember the Israeli 
occupation of South Lebanon 
because it was being forgotten like 
Israel's 1967 occupation of the 
West Bank, Reuters reported. 

“When the West Bank was 
taken, there was no talk of set- 
tlements. Now, Israel has made it 
part of the country, and we are 
afraid that might happen to Souths 
Lebanon*." ..he said... .. ,1 

Mr. Reents said the Green’s bel- 
ief in the injustices of the Israeli 
occupation was •* dramatically rei- 
nforced" during the visit, which 
included meetings with South 
Lebanese villagers, government 
ministers and ordinary citizens in 
Beirut cafes. Reuters said. 

“We ask all governments that 
have good relations with Israel to 
ask Israel to withdraw from sou- 
thern Lebanon.” he said. 

The Greens of West Germany 
are described as a “rambunctious, 
militant party of anti-nuclear pro- 
testors, peace demonstrators and 
environmentalists.” 

From their establishment in 
1980, the Greens have billed the- 
mselves as “anti-party.” Since 
that time, they have attracted 
young professionals, students and 
women, as well as a solid bloc of 
middle-aged West German voters 
dissatisfied with “politics- 
as-usuaT. By 1982 Greens dep- 
uties sat in six of the country’s 1 1 
local parliaments. Then, in the 
March 19S3 national elections, 
the fledgling group won 5.6 per 
cent of the popular vote and 28 
seats in the Bundestag. 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 
INVITATION TO TENDER 
No. SCC/3/84 

The Special Communications Commission invites the 
submission of tenders for provision and install at io not a 
microwave communication system for the commissron 
to provide communications for the Royal Command 
and Staff College within the following conditions. 

1. Agents can obtain the tender documents from the 

Special Communication Commission in Amman for 
a price of JD 50 (not refunded) at the following add- 
ress: _ . . 

Special Communications Commission 

Head of Supply Section 
P.O. Box 19207 Amman 
Telex: 21329 

Tel: (669115 - 669117) 

2. The closing date of bid submission to Special Com- 
munication Commission in Amman is 1400 hours 
Saturday 5th Jan. 1985. • 

3. Tenders should be submitted according to the gen- 
eral and Special Communications Commission 
which will be included in tender documents. 

4. All tenders will be required to submit a bid bond in 
the amount often percent (10%; of tender price with 
the original copy of the proposal. 


Assassinated 
PLO member 
laid to rest 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A member of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLQ), Ismail Dar- 
weesh. who was assassinated in 
Rome lost week was buried in 
Amman Thursday in the presence t 
of senior PLO officials. 

The body of Mr. Darweesh was 
flown here Wednesday and buried 
in ».n emotional funeral Thursday.. 
Present at the funeral were Dep- 
uty Commander of PLO forces 
Khalil Al Wazir, Palestine Nat- 
ional Council (PNC) Speaker 
Abdul Hamid Al Saeh, other sen- 
ior Palestinian officials and mem- 
bers of the deceased’s family. 

The 33-year old Palestinian was. 
gunned down by an unknown kil- 
ler shortly after his arrival in the 
Italian capital from Cyprus. Rep- 
orts from Rome said that Mr. 
Darweesh was shot by a person, 
who was riding a motorcycle near 
one of Rome's big hotels. « 

The PLO sent its own inv-. 
estigauon team to Rome, who on 
their reium, held a meeting in 
Amman Thursday. PLO officials 
here refused to disclose the com- 
mittee's findings so as "not to aff- 
ect the course of the investigation 
carried on by the Italian aut- 
horities." But Palestinian sources 
said that the investigation com- 
mittee’s findings confirm that the 
Israeli intelligence. Savak. plotted 
the killing. 


Ministry will 
improve, expand 
village roads, 
Nijem says 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Public Works Rayef Nijem Thu- 
rsday said that the ministry is det- 
ermined to complete its road pro- 
jects and to improve and expand 
village roads, particularly since 
the road maintenance allocations 
have now been increased to JD 5 
million. 

Mr. Nijem, who toured the min- 
istry’s projects in Tafileh district, 
expressed the hope that all citizens 
will be able to reach Afra bath by 
the end of the year to benefit from 
the mineral waters following the 
completion of a study for a road to 
the baths and inviting a tender for 
implementing earth and concrete 
works at a cost of JD 300,000. 

Speaking about the ministry’s 
projects for next year, Mr. Nijem 
said that the ministry will com- 
plete the construction of a 24- 
kaometrei road connecting' the 11 
South Cement Factory to the Des- 
ert Highway at a cost of JD 4 mil- 
lion. The ministry will also com- 
plete work on expanding and imp- 
roving a number of village roads in 
Tafileh district, he added. 


Training course 
on construction 
statistics ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — A training 
course on statistics in construction 
and building, organised by the 
Department of Statistics in coo- 
peration with the Baghdad-based 
Arab Institute for Statistical Tra- 
ining and Research, concluded 
Thursday at the statistics dep- 
artment. Department of Statistics 
Director General Burhan Al Shr- 
aydeh gave a speech on the occ- 
asion in which he pointed out that 
the holding of this course aimed to 
unify the fundamentals of sta- 
tistical data collecting and cla- 
ssification in the Arab World in 
order to arrive at a unified Arab 
strategy in the field of planning 
and development. 



MARIAM VISITS MUSEUM: Her Maj- 
esty Queen Noor and Her Royal Highness Princess 
Haja Mariam of Brunei (second right) Thursday 
visit the Museum of Jordanian Traditional Life al 


the Roman amphitheatre where they were briefed 
by Department of Antiquities Director Adnan Al 
Hadidi (Petra photo) 


Ra’d inaugurates Al Hussein charity bazaar; 
Majda requests funds for handicapped centre 

By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — His Highness Prince 
Ra’d Ibn Zaid. the chief cha- 
mberlain, Friday inaugurated u 
one-day charity bazaar at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel. The pro- 
ceeds of bazaar, organised by the 
Al Hussein Society for the Reh- 
abilitation of the Physically Han- 
dicapped, will go to the Amman 
Centre for Education and Reh- 
abilitation of the Physically Han- 
dicapped. 

Her Highness Princess Majda 
told the Jordan Times that the 
annual bazaar aims to raise funds 
for the poor and the handicapped 
in JoTdan. She said that this year 1 s 
bazaar displayed many kinds of 
items and that several companies 
and institutions actively par- 
ticipated; shops offered 50 per 
cent of the proceeds of their goods 
at the bazaar for the handicapped. 


The British. American, Tur- 
kish, Filipino, Canadian, Indian 
embassies and communities con- 
tributed in different ways either by 
donating items or by setting up a 
section in the exhibition. Princess 
Majda added. 

Items on show at the bazaar 
included handicrafts and textile 
works made by the handicapped at 
the society, antiques, Christmas 
toys and gifts, embroidery work 
and home-made food donated by 
housewives. 

Princess Majda said that the 
items which are not sold will be 
exhibited at the society’s centre 
which is located at Jabal Amman 
between the Seventh and Eighth 
Circles. 

Speaking about the society Pri- 
ncess Majda said the centre, which 
was opened . by His Majesty King 
Hussein in March 1984. aims to 
meet the needs of 80 elementary 
school students who are unable to 


attend ordinary schools because of 
their physical disabilities. She 
added that the society, a joint pro- 
ject by the Queen Alia Welfare 
Fund and the Al Hussein Society, 
was built on a land donated by 
King Hussein. The first stage of 
the building includes residential 
accommodation which has been 
financed by the Sultanate of 
Oman, while the second stage, 
which is not yet financed, will offer 
vocational training to 60 trainees 
with a view to employment, both 
□pen and sheltered, according to 
their disabilities, she continued. 

Princess Majda called on the 
public to give a helping hand to 
those who are “suffering in our 
society." She said: “The whole 
project urgently needs large and 
small donations, both for the sec- 
ond stage buildings and for spo- 
nsorship of individual students 
and trainees throughout their cou- 
rse." 


Power producers, distributors conclude talks 


Arab energy experts 
call for electrical 
industries company 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day meeting and working 
group on electrical power producers and dis- 
tributors in the Arab World concluded Thursday 
with a call Tor establishing an Arab company for 
electrical industries to be directly supervised by the 
electric power producing and distributing ins- 
titutions. 


Participants in the two-day 
meeting also stressed the imp- 
ortance of establishing an Arab 
federation for producers and dis- 
tributors of electric power in the 
Arab World. 

Participants at the meeting 
adopted a recommendation ent- 
rusting the present foliow-up 
committee, grouping the und- 
ersecretary of public works, ele- 
ctricity and water in Bahrain, the 
president and director general of 
the Tunisian Electric Company, 
director general of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority and rep- 
resentatives of the Arab Eco- 
nomic and Social Development 
Fund and the Arab Industrial 
Development Organisation with 
following up on the issue of man- 


ufacturing electric tools and equ- 
ipment. 

They also charged the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEAI with 
drawing up a formula for the Arab 
company which will manufacture 
electric lools and equipment. The 
JEA was also charged with dra- 
wing up the proposed formula lor 
the constituent regulation ol the 
Arab federation for electric power 
producers and distributors. 

Speaking about the importance 
of the meetings, the acting dir- 
ector general of the JEA said that 
the meeting provided a good opp- 
ortunity for participants to exc- 
hange .information and expertise 
through reviewing working papers 
and detailed studies on electric 
power in each Arab country. 


JEA prepares energy study 


.X* 


AMMAN (Perca) — Work is cur- 
rently underway for preparing the 
final report on the electricity and 
energy planning study which is 
being conducted by a joint team 
from the Jordan Electricity Aut- 
hority (JEA) and the Vienna- 
based International Atomic Ene- 
rgy Agency (IAEA), according to 
a JEA spokesman. 


The spokesman added that the 
JEA commenced with this study 
two years ago with the aim for- 
ecasting the demand for energy 
and electricity during the coming 
five or ten years in order to pre- 
pare an energy generation exp- 
ansion study in the light of these 
forecasts. 


Livestock project assessed 


AMMAN (Petra) — The con- 
stituted committee of the liv- 
estock breeding project reviewed 
bases of cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Agriculture in relation to 
benefitting from the Ministry's, 
reserves, grazing lands and exp- 
eriments 


During the meeting results ach- 
ieved by the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture in the field of breeding 
livestock were reviewed and cir- 
culated to farmers with the aim of 
improving and developing animal 
wealth in Jordan. 


DOMACO 
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Swiss herb candy with honey 


* Genuine Swiss recipe using 20 selected 
Alpine herbs and enriched with pure 

_ honey 

* Refreshing in summer and wholesome in 
winter 


* For all seasons and for the whole family 


* Especially useful for the common cold, 
coughs, congestion and irritating thr- 
oats. 


AGENTS: Basamat Trading Est. 
Tel: 817788 
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One Stop Toy Shopping Center 




Every Child needs a Buddy..jE!I3ES] 
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Have a taste of the Christmas spirit 
at the Amra Hotel.. 




. y*\\ 'it 

Sweet Tooths Pastry Shoppe 


Everything you will need 
from Mines Pies to Christmas Cake. 

Available at the 



December 1 □ - SB 1 S0J 
From 1 2:00 roan CO 900 pm 


The Christmas Roast 
Place your order for your 
vT ’, ' “take sway Turkey” m the Lobby 

w 

' 1 Le Reveillon Diner 

Gala Christmas Eva Dinner with music from Che Cornerstone Duo. 


2om 

Childrens Festival 
December 2D - 23 

Complete with a toy fair and Trevor Little The Child's Entertainer 
flown from the U.K. courtesy of BRITISH AIRWAYS 


Christmas Day 
Cheers !! 

Canapes and Mince Pies on the house 

Wadi Hum Bar 


Special Carvery Christmas Buffet 
The best in town and mrles around 1 
J.D. T.OOP for adults and J.D. ^500 for Children 



A|-Azrat 

I cotfe* ■hop] 


The Completely Traditional Christmas Lunch with al> the cnmmms! 
Music by the Cornerstone Duo 
Book early for this very popular event. 


•feS 
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ISSAM HAJJI 



3 Great Gala Dinners 
t n Che fvlabacean suite with 

MALIK MADI & THE BUDS BAND RANDA SAFI 
BEST ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN 
Performance Dates 

December Ed - Monday J.O. 1 B.DDO p.p. 
December 27 - Thursday J.D. 1 5.000 p.p 

AND NEW YEAR'S EVE. 

December 31 - Monday J.D. 35.000 p.p. 


jive your way into' B5 in the best disco in town 

Sfie/trazad fDisco 


New year's Brunch 

A relaxing way to start the New Year Begin with s large refreshing glass 
of Bucks Fizz on the house' 


□oni 

For reservations please call B 15071 ext. 1 SOB 


Amra Hotel 


MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Friday’s 

Al Ra'i: Strengthening Islamic unity 

THE VISIT by His Majesty Sultan Muda Hassanal Bolkiah to Jordan 
lays down the foundations for unique relations between the two 
countries, based on confidence, co-operation and mutual respect. It 
is also a good opportunity for the guest and Her Highness Haja 
Mariam to look at the achievements our Jordanian family has ach- 
ieved and its endeavours to achieve a better life for citizens. 

The establishment of close relations between the two countries is a 
step towards strengthening unity of ihe Islamic nation and stresses 
the joint responsibility it shoulders, towards facing the challenges 
and liberating the holy places. 

A great hope is pinned on the role Sultan Hassan may play with 
Iran to respond to the call for a just peace and an end to its war with 
its Muslim brother country. Iraq. 

Meanwhile, we have noticed with great satisfaction the full und- 
erstanding expressed by the Sultan of the Palestinian question and its 
developments and his assurances that the real solution to the Pal- 
estine question lies in the restoration of the usurped Palestinian land 
and the exercise by the Palestinian people of their right to self 
determination. Geographical distance and misleading compaigns 
launched by the Zionist propaganda machinery seem not to have 
succeeded in liquidating the Palestine cause. 

Jordan, while welcoming the great guests and expressing pride in 
their visit, will spare no effort to convert this visit into a basis for 
establishing close relations between the two countries, in the interest 
of Arab and Muslim nations. 

Al Dustour : OIC meeting has mission 

ORGANISATION OF Islamic Conference (OIC) currently meeting 
in the North Yemeni capital of Sana'a, have a number of serious 
issues of special concern to Arab and Muslim worlds on their 15th 
session agenda. These issues require decisive aud speedy treapnent 
as they do notallow for any more delay. - 

On top of the subjects is the Palestine question, which has been a 
waiting a solution for a long period of time. Therefore, it is a must 
that conferees arrive at a unified stand capable of taking it out of the 
state of jeoparday it is currently passing through. 

The Iran- Iraq war is also one of the serious subjects which con- 
ferees are required to reach a resolution of. in addition to reviewing 
the efforts made by the goodwill mission to arrive at a ceasefire in 
preparation for reaching a just and honourable solution to this pro- 
blem by peaceful means. 

It is clear that the enemies of Islam and the enemies of both Iraqi 
and Iranian people are behind the continuation of this bloody war 
and working on expanding it to reach other Gulf states, and even the 
whole Arab area. 

Therefore it is hoped that this Islamic conference, which is att-. 
ended by delegations from both Iraq and Iran should live up to their 
responsibilities and submit to the wishes of Muslim people who are 
looking forward to see a positive outcome come out of this con- 
ference. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra'i: Murphy will fail 

rT IS doubtful that U.S. envoy Richard Murphy will make any 
headway in his shuttle diplomacy between Middle Eastern capitals 
because his tour is designed to ensure that the Zionists reap the fruit 
of their invasion of Lebanon in 1 982. He will fail because his mission 
is aimed at convincing the Arabs to accept Israel's terms for wit- 
hdrawing troops from South Lebanon. 

Over the past two years. Lebanon has been forced to bear the 
U.S.-israeli pressure and had in the past to accept Zionist humiliating 
terms, but now the Lebanese have taken the initiative. They are 
immuned against fear of Israel and the United States. The Lebanese 
people in the South are not afraid of Israel's might nor of Was- 
hington's intimidations and pressure. In fact the Lebanese people 
now hold a trump card, while the Israelis are constantly afraid of the 
resistance attacks. 

Murphy will fail because he is in the region for an evil cause. 

Al Dtistour: For liberating occupied 
territories, ending Gulf war 

IN THE dinner banquet held in honour of Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah. 
King Hussein stressed the fact that the Palestinian cause has been the 
top priority for Jordan which has been involved in efforts for reg- 
aining the rights of the Palestinian people. He stressed that the 
central issue for the Arabs and Muslims alike should be the liberation 
of the Holy places in Jerusalem and freeing the Arab people now 
under Israeli occupation yoke. 

King Hussein was urging Sultan Hassan in his capacity as leader of 
one of the Islamic nations to do what he can to mobilise the Muslim 
world’s efforts and resources for the noble cause of liberating the 
holy places. For this to happen, the King said that Muslims should 
mediate between Iraq and Iran to end the Gulf War. He urged the 
Sultan to use his good offices for resolving the Gulf War. which had 
sapped many Arab and Islamic resources and caused so much suf- 
fering and destruction. 

Sultan Hassan stressed in his reply speech his concern over these ■ 
issues and his pledge to exert all efforts for mobilising the Muslim 
people's efforts and resources for the common cause. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Building strong relations 

SULTAN HASSAN’S tour of Arab States is to be regarded as a 
positive step by the Sultanate of Brunei towards cementing inter- 
Islamic relations. It is also a step towards building strong Arab- 
Muslim relations on firm basis of common interest and common 
goals. Within a short period after winning independence, the >sui- 1 
tanate has been able to fully understand the situation in the Middle 
East and Arab regions and to form a policy that supports the rights of 
the Palestinian people and their right struggle for achieving ind- 
ependence and freedom. Though Brunei has limited human res- 
ources, it can play an important role within the Islamic group and in 
the international arena to mobilise Muslim people's efforts and res- 
ources for achieving the common goals. 

Due to its position in South East Asia, Brunei can help bring about 
closer cooperation among Muslims in Asia and Africa and the Mid- 
dle East. Wc hope that the sultan's visit will open new avenues of 
cooperation among Islamic nation for the benefit of all Muslims. 


Polarisation serves no Palestinian cause 


By Musa Keilani 


THIS WEEK’S reports about 
PLO reconciliation indicate 
that the Palestinian movement 
! is not now in a position that can 
be envied. The Palestine Nat- 
ional Council president Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid Al-Sayeh along 
with Bishop Khouri and otter 
leaders are not getting so far 
much success from their rec- 
onciliation attempts with PLO 
factions in Syria. 

At the moment, observers 
can see three groups within the 
Palestinian movement. 

l-.The National Alliance is 
composed of and- Arafat Fateh 
factions and is supported by the 
Popular Front — General 
Command — represented by 
Ahmad Jibril. It is also sup- 
ported by the Popular Struggle 
Front (Jabhit Al-Nidal Al- 
Shaabi) represented by Samir 
Gbosheh as well as by Alsaiqa. 
represented by lssam AI-Qadi. 

The National Alliance ope- 


rates from Syria and is totally 
committed against Arafat's 
Fateh Central Committee. 

2- The Democratic Alliance 
is composed of the Palestinian 
Communist Party, represented 
by Suleiman Al-Najjah in 
Damascus and Bashir Al- 
Barghouthi, Jiving in Jer- 
usalem. The alliance also inc- 
ludes the Palestine Liberation 
Front, represented by Tala'at 
Yaacoub. the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
represented by Dr. George 
Habash. and the Democratic 

* Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine which is represented by 
Naief Hawatmeh. 

3- The third group is com- 
posed of the independent Pal- 
estinian leaders as well as by 
the majority of Fateh mem- 
bers. The Fateh Central Com- 
mittee with support from ind- 
ependents was able to get the 
legal quorum for the Palestine 


National Council meetings in 
Amman (261 members). This 
group is also supported by the 
pro- Iraqi group: The Arab 
Liberation Front represented 
by Abdul-Raheem Ahmad. 
Tb is group still maintains a dia- 
logue with the Democratic All- 
iance. with some seats in the 
PNC still reserved for it. But 
the National Alliance is totally 
committed to the removalof 
Arafat and his trial for the Bei- 
rut defeat. 

With this gloomy picture 
ahead, the PNC presidency is 
hopeful to visit Damascus and 
try a mediation role with the 
Democratic Alliance at least. 

But would there be any hope 
for reconciliation?? 

Determined to use the Pal- 
estinian cause to advance Syr- 
ian interests, Damascus has 
instead opened the door to 
expanded foreign influences in 
the Palestinian movement. 


Damascus failed to achieve its 
first goal: the ouster of Arafat 
from PLO leadership in favour 
of Syrian control. This Syrian 
move resulted in the det- 
erioration of the PLO politica. 
image at both the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly and int- 
ernationally. Meanwhile, the 
weakened Palestinian mov- 
ement was heavily pressured to 
build a common front with the 
radical forces in the area. 

The two options offered to 
the Palestinian movement 
were equally sour: either a Syr- 
ian control or a radical ist con- 
trol. In Aden. 18-20 OcL ’84. 
the reconciliation meetings 
were orchestrated among 
Nadim Abdul-Samad, of the 
Lebanese Communist Party, 
Khalid Ham am, political bur- 
eau member of the Syrian 
Communist Party, Ma'an Sha- 
rif of the Palestinian Com- 
munist Party as well as Dr. 


George Habash and Naief 
Hawatmeh representing PFLP 
and DFLP. 

Serious efforts were exerted 
in Aden and Damascus to woo 
the Palestinians away from 
moderate Arab leadership and 
align the PLO instead with the 
radical forces in the region thr- 
ough the creation of a united 
“progressive" front: taking in 
the Palestinians, local Arab 
Communist Panics and other 
left-wing organisations. 

Through such a front, the 
Palestinians will be denied 
their independent will-power 
to formulate their own dec- 
isions. 

Reports from Damascus this 
week referred to the “con- 
ditions” proposed by the 
Democratic Alliance and some 
factions within the National 
Alliance. The conditions are a 
collective leadership and a Uni- 


ted "progressive" front. 

The independence of the 
Palestinian decision-making 
process will be totally eat 
dicated through a united “ 
gressive" front tactics. 



With all sincere hopes 
full success of Al Sheikh Al 
Sayeh with Damascus, the Pal- 
estinian will-power is too dear' 
to be tampered with by att- 
empts of hegemony by Syria or 
“diktats” by “progressive" 
front radicalists. 

At this important" political 
juncture in the area, mediation 
efforts should be geared to for- 
tify the political stamioa of the 
PLO and project a united coh- 
esive image of the Palestinians. 
Rationality and independence 
should be the motto rather 
than sloganeering and ** pro- 
gressive!" factionalism. Oth- 
erwise unity will elude the Pal- 
estinians for ever. 


Jewish terror surprises few West Bankers 


By Jamd Hamad 

FEW ARABS in the West Bank 
and Gaza were particularly sur- 
prised at the growth of the alleged 
Jewish terrorist network within 
the settlement movement. From 
the initial exposures last April 
until the firing of a rocket at a 
Hebron bus precisely six months 
later, it was entirely predictable. 

For years now. the settleis have 
been conducting a so-called vig- 
ilante campaign, making and app- 
lying their own brand of law in the 
occupied territories. They have, 
the victims say. led attacks into . 
West Bank refugee camps, beaten 
up Arabs in the streets of Arab 
towns, destroyed Arab property, 
smashed the windscreens of cars. 
So the Palestinian Arabs weren’t 
in the least astonished at the ine- 
vitable development of outrjghi 
terrorism. 

Nonetheless, very little has 
been said about what impact tlje 
exposure of this alleged network is 
having, or will have on the Arab 
population, the target of what 
seems to be an irrational cop.-, 
spiracy. whose. members include;, 
many of Israel's “best and bri- 2 
ghteSt r\mt 

I. for one, have observed two 
distinct reactions in the West 


Bank. On the one hand, there is 
the Palestinian who feels vin- 
dicated, and rightly so: “There, 
you see. It’s all true. This is just 
what we've been saying all along, 
and the world never believed us." 
On the other hand, there is the 
Palestinian Israel-watcher who 
points out, again quite rightly, that 
the arrests and the public exp- 
osure are all unprecedented in the 
history of Israel; that they are a 
healthy and positive sign that the 
Israeli government can and. mor- 
eover is willing to be even- 
handed. and to put justice before 
politics. 

Yet a third Palestinian Arab 
group is affected by these events 
— the youth. It is the impact on 
this group that disturbs me. Cou- 
ntless Arab youngsters, mere tee- 
nagers, have suffered brutality 
and humiliation in being arrested 
and dragged to police or military 
government headquarters; some 
are beaten, abused and debased 
without even being charged. Fre- 
quently. aud without any reason, 
teenage boys are summoned to 
military headquarters for "que- 
stioning," and sire held all day and 
then rejpased at dusk. The only, 
result has been to radicalise them. 

Now these youngsters discover 


that the Israeli settlers really were 
out to get them, to maim them, to 
kill them, to destroy their holy shr- 
ines. They discover there never 
was even a pretence of “security 
danger" behind the settlers' act- 
ions. They believe there never was 
a chance for real justice from the 
police or the military authorities. 

A teenager canuot dis- 
criminate; he cannot distinguish 
between brutalities. It doesn't 
matter that this one now is lab- 
elled “terror” ; if s all of a piece for 
him. These youngsters can't dif- 
ferentiate between the terrorism 
of a bulch of “crazies?’ and what 
they experience during interro- 
gation at the hands of officials. 

The upshot of this. I believe, 
will be that methods of Israeli int- 
errogation and treatment of pri- 
soners will become somewhat bet- 
ter publicised and accepted than 
they have been when the Arabs 
themselves describe what happens 
to them in Israeli jails. 

One cannot but fear that alr- 
eady radicalised Arab youths, for 
years the victims both of Israeli 
vigilant terrorism and of Israeli 
police harassment, will become 
even more incensed. Dramatic 
revelatfotr may fuel- seff=~ 
justification, and Jewish terror 
may be countered by heightened 


Arab terror. What we are seeing 
as the end result is the “war” being 
brought out into the open, with 
even louder justification on both 
sides. 

I can understand the simplistic 
reasoning behind the reactions of 
young Arabs. The Jews came to 
this land claiming the right — 
every nation's right — to save 
themselves and to have a secure 
homeland. And the Gush Emu- 
nim settlers, armed yet further 
with the will of God. took over 
disputed land and built their 
homes in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Scrip. But to the Arab youth 
it seems quite clear that the Jews 
have not come to live in peace with 
us, nor truly to follow the will of 
God. but to force us out. That and 
that alone is the mission of the 
settlers. Would you be able to give 
a different explanation? 

This phenomenon of Jewish ter- 
ror should raise urgent questions 
among all Jews, not only those of 
Israel; questions about the mot- 
ivation and technique of Israel's 
“manifest destiny”. The alleged 
settler terrorist network is only 
one. albeit the largest, the best- 
organised. and the most pro- 
fessional of all the Jewish terrorist 
ceils uncovered this year alone — 
the Lifta Gang, the American 


boys who attacked an Arab bus, 
the Israeli boy awaiting trial for 
attacking an Arab bus. But what 
else could one have expected? 

One sees people who served in 
the Hagana, the Irgun, the Stern 
Gang, throwing up their hands 
and crying. “What are these chi- 
ldren doing? But what is the dif- 
ference between the terrorism 
that forced the British out of Pal- 
estine and the terrorism att- 
empting to force the Palestinians 
out of Israel? 

I would also, somewhat wryly, 
point out the somewhat un-Jewish 
indifference to how justice is adm- 
inistered. or rather, not adm- 
inistered in Israef s jails and man- 
ifested in its penal system. Tor- 
ture, physical abuse, humiliation, 
denial of civil rights — in the long 
run all this usually rebounds onto 
those who did not care. If you 
permit such treatment of those at 
the bottom, of the defenceless, 
then the day will come when it is 
you. or Israeli youths, who will 
complain of police brutality. Inj- 
ustice eventually devours those 
who tolerated in the first place. 

The blame for the monster of 
Jewish terrorism should not be 
reserved only for certain settler 
elements in Israel. It cannot be 


limited only to the fact that Gush 
Emunim fertilised and nurtured 
terrorism within its ranks. Gush 
Emunim itself was nurtured by 
Israel and by Jews throughout the 
world. Those who finance and 
support Israeli settlement in the 
West Bank and the Golan and the 
Gaza Strip, and who provide 
“olim” for these settlements, sho- ‘ 
uld face the issues directly, and 
consider their real meaning. Did 
- lews come to live in. or decide to 
support Israel for the sake of Jew- 
ish peace and safety and for the 
sake of a Jewish identity, or was 
their purpose to wreak vengeance 
and destroy another people? How 
does one stop this? How does one 
guarantee it will never happen 
again? 

I suggest that there is only one 
way. Jews should see Palestinians, 
neither as victims, nor as mad kil- 
lers, nor as scum to be eradicated. 
Israel, and Jews throughout the 
world must accept Palestinians as 
full partners in this land. Both our 
peoples — the Jews and the Pal- 
estinians — have a right to live in 
our land, in our homeland, with 
dignity. Otherwise there will be no } 
peace. And terror will beget’ yet '® 
more terror — The Jerusalem 
Post. 



West has hazy idea of 
Soviet bargaining stand 


Elections lift Uruguay’s expectations 


A recent general election in Uruguay marked the end of 11 years of 
military rule. Jimmy Burns looks at the problems facing the new 
president, Mr. Julio Sanguinetti, as his country makes a transition to 
democratic rule . 


MONTEVIDEO — Uruguay 
went to the polls in an effervescent 
and generally peaceful mood, 
marred only slightly at the last 
minute by isolated clashes bet- 
ween rival political groupings. For 
in spite of the first fights that dev- 
eloped in downtown Montevideo,, 
the aftermath of the recent gen- 
eral election was stamped with the 
’smell of barbecued food and the 
sounds of music lasting through* 
the day and into the night just as 
had occurred for most of the cam- 
paign. 

The bubbling enthusiasm is the 
result of a political rediscovery. 
The presidential congressional 
and municipal elections late last 
month marked the end of 1 1 years 
of military rule in a country that 
before the 1973 coup had gained 
an international reputation as one 
of the most democratic nations in 
Latin America. 

The atmosphere in Uruguay 
today is in striking contrast to the 
situation earlier this year when a 
new clampdown on press fre- 
edom. the harsh break up of dem- 
onstrations, and the imprisonment 
of political leaders suggested that 
General Gregorio Alvarez, the 
military president had no real int- 
ention of giving up power. 

The turnaround in government' 
attitudes came at the beginning of 
August when the military man- 
aged to get the approval of two of 
the country’s three major political 


groupings, the ceotrist Colorado 
Party and the leftwing coalition 
the Frente Amplio (Broad Front), 
for a staggered transition to dem- 
ocracy. 

The armed forces agreed to 
hold the elections on the condition 
that they retained a limited role in 
the future regime as members of 
an advisory national security cou- 
ncil. At the same time the han- 
dover of power was fixed for 
March 1. and the reform of the 
country 1 s militaristic constitution 
postponed for 15 months. 

The victory of Colorado leader 
Mr. Julio Sanguinetti owed much 
to the fact thar he was the main 
civilian architect of this historic 
compromise. Mr. Sanguinetti was 
particularly successful in pro- 
jecting an image of political kno- 
whow and moderation. 

By contrast, both the Frente 
Amplio and the centre-left Blanco 
Party campaigned with a pledge of 
radical reforms in the banking and 
agrarian sectors, and an amnesty 
for political prisoners. The Frente 
tried to steer away from inf- 
lammatory rhetoric and Marxist 
symbols. 

Nevertheless, the Frente’s fai- 
lure to win the municipality of 
Montevideo or to overtake the 
Blancos as the second major pol- 
itical force in the country showed 
that its links with the Communist 
Party of Uruguay still alienates a 
large part of Uruguay* s substantia] 


middle class. 

The Blancos, who only a few 
weeks ago seemed the clear fav- 
ourites to win the election, had the 
wind taken out of their sails by the 
imprisonment of Mr. Wilson Fer- 
reira Aldunate. their charismatic 
leader. 

“Wilson” s?w his stature grow 
into mythical proportions during a 
ten year exile because of his voc- 
iferous attacks on the military reg- 
ime. The tension and euphoria 
which surrounded his return to 
Uruguay in June was an important 
catalyst for the military’s sub- 
sequent liberalisation. 

Nevertheless, the Blancos’ poor 
showing in the elections seemed to 
confirm the view held by his opp- 
onents that much of Mr. Wilson’s 
support would evaporaie once he 
was back in the country. 

For even though the Blanco 
Party fielded a surrogate can- 
didate in the person of Mr. Alb- 
erto Zumaran, a little known 
human rights lawyer, their cam- 
paign had as its main ammunition 
posters and taped televised app- 
earances of Mr. Wilson. 

The effectiveness of Uruguay's - 
political opposition should not be 
underestimated however. As has 
occurred in previous elections, no 
single political party has emerged 
with a commanding majority, so 
that Mr. Sanguinetti will find it 
very difficult to govern unless he 
takes the opinions of the Frente 
and the Blanco Party into account. 

The incoming government's, 
room for manoeuvre is severely 
limited by the difficult economic 
situation inherited from the mil- 


itary regime. An agreement with 
the International Monetary Fund 
l IMF) was suspended earlier this 
year when the outgoing gov- 
ernment failed to meet its budget 
deficit target. 

Real salaries have fallen by 50 
per cent since 1973 while une- 
mployment has risen to a historic 
high of over 16 per cent. Inflation 
is running at an annual rate of over 
70 per cent. 

On the external front, Uru- 
guay’s foreign debt of $4.6 billion 
is one of the highest in per capita 
terms on the continent, equivalent 
to 78 per cent of GDP and five 
times annual export earnings. 

The dilemma facing Mr. San- 
guinetti is a familiar one to any 
president that has taken over from 
a long period of authoritarian rule 
— how to reconcile the exp- 
ectations generated by the ele- 
ctions with the need to put the 
country’s economic house in 
OTdeT. 

But as the election euphoria 
dies down, Mr. Sanguinetti must 
know that he will have to tread 
extremely carefully in the coming 
months. 

Unlike their Argentine cou- 
nterparts, the Uruguayan military 
has not been defeated in a Fal- 
klands War nor unleashed the 
wrath of wide sectors of the civ- 
ilian population on account of the 
“disappeared”. There has been 
torture and imprisonment in Uru- 
guay on a large scale ov- r the last 
1 1 years but the human i ighis rec- 
ord is still not nearly as blotted as 
across the River Plate. 


By Sidney Wefland 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — The United States 
and its NATO allies are app- 
roaching a new — and possibly 
decisive — phase of the East- West 
arms dialogue with only a hazy 
idea of Moscow's bargaining pos- 
ition. 

When they meet at Geneva on 
Jan. 7. the superpowers will face a 
totally unstructured order of bus- 
iness — the most open-ended 
agenda in arms negotiations they 
have held intermittently over a 
15-year span. 

The only clue Moscow has off- 
ered is a sharp and continuing 
emphasis on space weaponry as 
apparently its main concern. 

NATO alliance officials say 
there is little prospect the Reagan- 
administration will have a fully 
defined strategy by the time neg- 
otiations resume following a y- 
ear's break. 

It is more likely, they say, that 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
will cany a variety of options, each 
backed by a “pro" and “con” pos- 
ition. Mr. Shultz gave NATO for- 
eign ministers a broad overview of 
U.S. thinking in Brussels last 
week. 

The administration has taken 
unusual precautions to prevent 
media leakages as it prepares for 
Geneva. 

Officials believe Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko will go 
to Geneva with a sheaf of hard 
proposals that have already been 
rejected by the West, such as hal- 
ting European missile dep- 
loyments and freezing space wea- 
pons tests. 

‘'There’ll be everything to play 
for at Geneva on both sides.” says 
a U.S. arms control expert who 
forecasts a ‘‘slow minuet 1 ' at the 
two-day preliminary talks, which 
may be largely devoted to pro- 
cedures for futher negotiation. 

One of the first priorities will be 
how to fit detailed negotiations on 
“Euromissiles”, strategic rockets 
and space weapons under an ove- 
rall “umbrella'’ procedure sug- 
gested by President Reagan. 

U.S. experts say this cannot be 
decided until Soviet wishes on 
formatting are known. 

Because Moscow broke of sep- 
arate talks on medium-range and 
strategic missiles, it is widely ass- 
umed Mr. Gromyko will reverse a 
previous Soviet stand and press 
for some kind of combined neg- 


otiations for both types of off-- - 
ensive weapons. 

Whatever from the talks tafee^ 
the stakes are high. The si 
erpowers together have al 
15,000 inter-continental nucL™^ 
missiles. In Europe, the SoyrerJ 
Union has about 800 war he ads on! 
SS-20 missiles, the United States'- 
about 100 midrange weapons.^-- 

Apart from rudimentary Soviet - 
anti-satellite and anti-missile sys- 
tems. space weapons are still in the 
research stage. 

Officials at NATO hea- 
dquarters here predict Mr. Gro- ■ 
myko will demand priority for 
space and anti-satellite weapons. 
Pravda has already defined space 
as a make-or-break Issue for Gen- 
eva. 

Soviet politburo member Mik- l 
hail Gorbachev, who was on a-visit 
to London this week, hinted there 
was little hope of reaching agr- 
eement on missiles without a ban. 
on space weapons. 

Mr. Gorbachev may have pro- -i 
vided clearer indications of the 
Soviet position, and British Prime . 
Minister Margaret Thatcher will . 
be. in Washington on Saturday -to 
brief Mr. Reagan on the vish- 

Although Moscow has a slight 
edge- with its small anti-satellite 
weapon, Western analysts say this . 
will be overwhelmingly lost if Mr. 
Reagan launches his “Star Wars” . 
programme to destroy incoming 
missiles while they are still in. 

space. 

Since President Konstantin 
Chernenko made his first moves, 
last summer towards reactivating 
arms negotiations, Moscow's main 
pitch has been' on what he called 
“demilitarising' 1 space. 

The United States has rejected 
a moratorium on space arms but 
hinted it may agree to limit its res- 
earch programme in a two-way 
deal once concrete negotiations 
begin. 

While Washington thinks var- 
ious types of weapons could be put 
under a coordinating umbrella, 
some senior U.S. officials fear the 
technique could be exploited by 
the Soviet Union. 

With NATO allies more con- 
cerned over nearby SS-20s than 
strategic missiles programmed to 
oyershoot Western Europe^Was- 
hington realises it could lied a ■ 
public opinion battle withmytte- . 
alliance if it rejected such a linked ~ 
deal. 
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I CHOOSE to write today 
about a topic that I have hit- 
herto considered of a personal 
nature. The title of this article 
represents a question that i 
have continuously asked mys- 
elf since I started writing to the 
Jordan Times two years ago. 
but also one that has been inc- 
reasingly asked of me by many 
readers. I write today not as 


much in defence of those of us 
writing in English as to raise 
some points which transcend 
the personal level. 

There are two sides that gov- 
ern how and why a writer wri- 
tes the way he/she does: tec- 
hnical and moral. Technically 
speaking.' a writer uses that 
form or structure which he/she 
is most comfortable with. I, as 
well as many others in the J.T., 
write in English because tec- 
hnically it is easier for us. That, 
might sound strange coming 
from someone whose mother 
tongue is Arabic. But for many 
who have been educated abr- 
oad for a long time and esp- 
ecially at character-forming 
ages, the thought-process often 
changes to suit the language 
and culture' t hey were educated 
in. It is not that our Arabic is 
poor, rather that we have lea- 
rnt to think in English, with all 
the connotations this process 
has on an article's form and 
content. 

The moral issue is a bit more 
sticky. It is a fact that one can 
tackle a wider variety of issues 
in the J.T. in more open ways 
than in any of our Arabic dai- 
lies. The limited circulation, 
language and type of rea- 
dership of the J.T" are all bar- 
riers standing against it being 


Why does a Jordanian write in English ? 


CAR FOR SALE 


Audi 100 GLS, 1979 model. Very good condition. Cus- 
toms duties unpaid. 


Tel: 41815 between 9-1 a.m. 


JORDAN DRIVERS CHAMPIONSHIP 
1984 


David Jepson offers thanks to his sponsors for their 
support during 1984. 
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read by the Jordanian public at 
large, h is therefore ‘‘per- 
missible’’ for one writing in 
English to be more blunt than 
his colleague or himself writing 
in Arabic. A writer, no doubt, 
finds this point particularly att- 
ractive. Initially, iherefore. 
these technical and moral poi- 
nts constitute two very strong 
driving forces behind writing in 
English. 

Time, however, gives way to 
many other considerations. A 
writer has to decide at some 
point what type of readership 
he/she wants to reach. He/she 
has to resolve the question of 
why and to whom he/she is wri- 
ting. In the case of the J.T.. this 
presents a dilemma. One needs 
to address the issue of who 
reads the Jordan Times? 

This is a question that I have 
no dear answer to. There are 
no concrete statistics on the 
subject, but it would be fair to 
say that the percentage of for- 
eigners reading it is far greater 
than that of Arabs, although 
the story is somewhat different 
in absolute numbers. If I have 
to guess. I would say a few tho- 
usand foreigners read it. and 
perhaps a slightly fewer num- 
ber of Arabs. 

For a writer who has the for- 
eign community in mind, the 


issue is settled. The purpose of 
writing in such a case is usually 
to present the foreigners with a 
local point of view on a variety 
of issues. Writing in English 
here is totally justified, as the 
issues and the readership dic- 
tate the language articles ore 
written-in. 

Although ) have written 
some articles with the foreign 
community in mind, most of 
my articles are Intended to 
address the Jordanian public. It 
is here where a significant deb- 
ate is rightly raised. It is obv- 
ious that I am only writing to a 
very small number of those I 
wish to reach, one that is often 
claimed to be sympathetic to 
my views anyway. The arg- 
ument that is often raised aga- 
inst me by many Jordanian fri- 
ends is that 1 am addressing the 
wrong readership, and in the 
process all what is achieved is 
“to expose our mess to the for- 
eigners”. 

A foreigner’s typical rea- 
ction to my articles, it is cla- 
imed, is: “See, even Jordanians 
are unflattering in their views 
about their own country”. 

Jt is undoubtedly frustrating 
to know that one is not rea- 
ching the whole readership one 
wants to reach. This is a wri- 
ter's biggest worry. For while 
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some write for the sake of wri- 
ting and thus are overly con- 
cerned about style or structure, 
rd like to believe that a writer's 
main concern, and purpose as 
well, is to convey ideas as cle- 
arly as he/she can. 

No writer is content, the- 
refore, to have a limited rea- 
dership. But the question of 
whether the solution to the 
problem is writing in Arabic 
has more sides to it than meet 
the eye. It is still an ongoing 
debate in my own mind, one 
that 1 have not been able to 
^completely resolve yet. 

The technical question of the 
" thought-procesS” is one that 
is solved by time, and thus does 
not need much elaboration. As 
one lives in this 1 society, he/she 
regains the lost feelings ass- 
ociated with all the intricacies 
that together form an und- 
erstanding of the culture one 
lives in. With time, one's Ara- 
bic might not ever become as 
articulate or sound as one’s 
English, but time would allow 
it to be good enough as to con- 
■vey the message across by 
means of a thought process 
more harmonious to the cul- 


ture. 

The moral questions present 
a far bigger challenge. Con- 
sidering the freedom one has 


writing in English, the question 
.arises of whether it is justifiable 
to write to a few educated sec- 
tor of Jordanians, even though 
in the processone is also “exp- 
osing our mess to the for- 
‘ eigners”? Is this small sector 
* necessarily sympathetic to the 
ideas I write about? If so, is it 
still worth it to write for them, 
in the hope of forming a small 
but effective nucleus of edu- 
cated citizens able to lobby for 
their view of where our society 
should head? Or is this vision 
too optimistic? Does writing to 
this sympathetic sector enc- 
ourage more educated people 
to voice their opinions pub- 
licly? If so, isn't it at least partly 
effective? 

What about foreigners? 
Should we hide our heads in 
the sand and pretend nothing is 
wrong lest foreigners ridicule 
us? Are foreigners not aware of 
our problems just because we 
do not write about them? Can 
we assume that all foreigners 
make fun of us? Could it be 
that some of them respect a lit- 
tle objectivity whenever we are 
willing to take a harder look at 
ourselves? After all, aren't we 
the ones who respect so many 
“foreign” societies whom we 
consider more “open" and 
“democratic”? 


The questions are endless. 
But to handle the first pan of 
the problem, Le. writing in 
English, I fed it is important to 
have a frank, unedited, look at 
our problems, and to voice our 
concerns publicly and dearly. 
If in the process, we invite the 
ridicule of some foreigners, so 
be it. This cannoL and should 
.not, stand in the way of a con- 
tinuous process of re- 
evaluation of our ideals and 
goals on our part. 

That ideal talk is all fine, so 
why don't I write in Arabic to 
hope to achieve it? Another set 
of questions is Immediately tri- 
ggered here. If the type of sub-' 
jects I wish to tackle are con- 
stantly "edited" in Arabic, 
where does one draw the line? 
Should a writer compromise 
some or many of his ideas in 
return for a broader rea- 
dership, even though that 
could mean a total or partial 
eclipse of whatever he int- 
ended to say? Or should he 
continue to write unc- 
ompromisingly, but to a limited 
readership which is often apa- 
thetic? Of course, what det- 
ermines an acceptable com- 
promise varies from one writer 
to another, and anyway dep- 
ends on a variety of factors. 

Among all these questions 


and counterquestions, one 
shameful fact stands clear to 
me. The crux of the matter is 
this: We are unable to say in 
our own language that which 
we can in a foreign one. i sin- 
cerely doubt that any writer 
would not jump at the opp- 
ortunity of writing in Arabic, 
given that he has the ability, 
but more importantly the fre- 
edom. 

A justification? May be. 
Perhaps we are not doing eno- 
ugh to try writing in Arabic. 
Perhaps a bit'of a compromise 
is not too bad if that means rea- 
ching larger spectra of people. 
And again, perhaps too much 
compromise defeats the very 
purpose for which a writer wri- 
tes. This latter point obviously 
describes the way 1 feel about 
writing. If 1 am not yet good 
enough to be able to put my 
ideas in Arabic in a way where 
they will not be censored, and if 
the ideas 1 write now are not 
acceptable to the Arabic dai- 
lies, then I would rather stay 
writing in English to a limited 
readership. I am certain, how- 
ever. that our atm as writers 
continues to be writing in Ara- 
bic that which we are doing in 
English, and I hope that we will 
seriously work towards the day 
when that goal is achieved. 


‘Hepatitis B’ cases increase in U.S. 


By Crist ine Russell 


WASHINGTON — Health exp- 
erts have warned of a rapid inc- 
rease in the United States of cases 
of hepatitis B. a serious viral dis- 
ease that can lead to death from 
liver cancer or cirrhosis. They 
urged a major national push to 
vaccinate high-risk groups against 
the disease. 

Dr. James Mason, head of the 
U.S. centres for Disease Control, 
said Thursday that the incidence 
of the disease has risen 68 per cent 
since 1978, to 200,000 infections 
last year. “In anyone's book, it is 
one of the top killers and cripplers 
in the United States," he said. 

Major health groups, including 
the centres, released new scientific 
evidence to support assurances 
that a vaccine to prevent the dis- 
ease, available since 1982 but not 
yet widely used, is safe and eff- 
ective. 

"It is clear, absolutely, clear, 
that this v'aanne' is safe,’* Dr. 
Mason said, dismissing wHat he 
called unfounded fears that the 
vaccine might transmit AIDS, or 


acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome, which is usually fatal. 

The hepatitis B warning coi- 
ncided with two other major hea- 
lth developments. 

The agency said there would be 
a severe shortage in the coming 
year of a combination vaccine to 
protect children against dip- 
htheria, tetanus and pertussis 
(whooping cough). It called for an 
immediate postponement of 
follow-up shots for children 18 
months and older "until greater 
supplies are available." 

Dr. Mason said that he did not 
expect disease outbreaks to result, 
since infants at greatest risk still 
would get shots, while older chi- 
ldren would carry immunity from 
their initial shots. 

A British journal reported the 
first documented case of a health 
care worker becoming infected 
with the AIDS virus after acc- 
idental exposure to blood from a 
patient with the disease. U.S. off- 
icials, concerned about reaction 
among health workers, cautioned 
that with adequate precautions 
the risk to health care workers still 


appears to be quite small. 

“AIDS has affected more than 
7,000 Americans since it was ide- 
ntified in 1981. killing nearly half 
of them. The disease is found pre- 
dominantly among sexually active 
homosexual men and intravenous 
drug abusers. It is spread by a virus 
through sexual contact and thr- 
ough blood and body fluids, and 
its route of transmission is similar 
to that of hepatitis B. 

Hepatitis B is also spread thr- 
ough sexual contact, con- 
taminated needles, from carrier 
mothers to infants and through 
'contact with body fluids. Alt- 
hough far less deadly, it is a far 
greater public health problem. 
But because it has been around 
longer, people have been less con- 
cerned. Dr. Mason said. If it were 
discovered today, ha said. “people 
would be just as concerned about 
hepatitis B as they are about 
AIDS today.” 

Because the hepatitis B virus is 
difficult to grow in the laboratory, 
the vaccine is produced from 
blood products taken from hep- 
atitis carriers, such as homosexual 


men. who arc the same groups at 
greatest risk of carrying AIDS in 
their blood. 


But the study results released by 
the disease centres and New York 
researchers, in conjunction with 
the vaccine manufacturer, Merck, 
Sharp & Dohme. documented 
that the AIDS virus is not present 
in the vaccine and that any viruses 
originally in the blood would have 
been killed by chemicals used in 
the production process. 

About 200 million people wor- 
ldwide, including a million Ame- 
ricans, are chronic carriers of hep- 
atitis B, Dr. Mason said. Each 
year, experts noted 200,000 more 
Americans are infected, with 
about 50,000 developing serious 
signs of the disease such as jau- 
ndice and 10,000 needing hos- 
pitalisation. 

Hepatitis B is generally a dis- 
ease of young adults from 15 to 
40, he said. It has risen from about 
40 cases per 100.000 Americans 
in 1979 to an expected level of 
almost 70 cases per 100.000 this 
year — Washington Post. 


Sultan of Brunei ends three-day visit to Jordan 


(Continued from page I) 
concerning the future role of Bru- 
nei as an Islamic nation", the off- 
icial said. "We are trying to assert 
the political role- of Brunei as an 
Islamic country," said the official, 
who requested not to be named. 

King Hussein has urged Brunei 
to assume its role as an Islamic 
nation in support of Arab and Isl- 
amic causes. He specifically poi- 
nted out to the Gulf war as an area 
where Brunei could make imp- 
ortant contributions by using its 
good relations with Iran to stop 
the war. 

In his turn the Sultan expressed 
full support for the Palestinian 
cause and declared his country’s 
stance on the issue. 

"The only solution for the Mid- 
dle East conflict can be achieved 
'by giving the Palestinians their 


right to self-determination," he 
said. 

Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat visited Brunei last spring 
■and was received with a very warm 
welcome by the Brunei people. A 
Palestinian official, who acc- 
ompanied Mr. Arafat in the trip, 
said then that "it was an unb- 
elievable and unforgettable pop- 
ular reception. People litrally car- 
ried Arafat in Brunei.” 

Yet, the small, but extremely 
wealthy, nation is very con- 
servative and has no relations in 
any field with the socialist bloc. 
"We maintain long-standing rel- 
ations with (he United States but 
have no relations whatsoever with 
the communist countries," the 
Brunei delegation member said. 
“We are a Muslim nation and 


oppose communism.” 

"In this aspect I guess that we 
are just like Saudi Arabia," he 
added. 

The Sultan arrived in Jordan 
Wednesday after visits to Oman 
and Egypt and was accorded a 
very warm reception. 

On Thursday, the King acc- 
ompanied his guest in a tour of 
military sites including the Army 
Headquarters and the Hussein 
Medical Centre and several army 
units. The Sultan was briefed on 
the history of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and watched ins- 
tant take-off exercises performed 
by the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
at the Martyrs’ Mouwafaq A I Salt! 
Military base. 

Official sources told the Jordan 
Times that both sides have agreed 
to cultural exchanges and that 


Jordan will help in training Bru- 
ners military officers. 

The sources did not explain 
whether this will involve sending 
military experts to Brunei or bri- 
nging Brunei military officers to 
Jordan for training programmes. 

Sultan Muda and Princess Mar- 
iam and the accompanying del- 
egation left Amman Friday after 
the visit for an unknown des- 
-tination. They were seen off at the 
airport by King Hussein, Queen 
Noor, His Highness Prince Moh- 
ammad, Their Highnesses Pri- 
ncess Taghreed, Zein and Aisha, 
other royal family members. 
Royal Court officials, Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obetdat, and cabinet 
members, the speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Par- 
liament and senior military and 
civil officials. 
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Bayern beats Egypt’s National 


CAIRO (R) — Bayern Munich of West Germany 
dazzled Egyptian fans Friday with a display of 
world-class soccer to beat Egypt’s National club of. 
Cairo 2-1 in a friendly match here. . 


Bayern, who lost 1-2 to Egypt' s 
Zamalek on Wednesday in ano- 
ther friendly, proved too much for 
National. Although on top of the. 
home- league with maximum poi- 
nts from nine matches, the Egy- 
ptian side failed to match Bayern's 
imagination and speed. 

A two-minute burst in the sec- 
ond half produced a goal apiece 
with Bayern striker Dieter Hot- 


ness opening in the 53rd minute 
with a left-footed' drive. 

National equalised a minute, 
later when substitute Samir Fawzy 
volleyed a cross from teammate 
Alaa Mayhoub. 

Bayern’ 5 winner was the delight 
of the match. West German int- 
ernational Lothar Matthaeus beat 
three National defenders before 
finding the target with a drive ins- 


ide the right-hand post. 

National’s substitute goa- 
lkeeper Ahmed Shoubir, who 
came on in the second half, pulled 
off a spectacular save when Mat- 
thaeus completed another daz- 
zling solo run with a fine drive. 

National looked like they might 
steal a draw in the last 10 minutes 
but their repeated forays foiled to 
beat the Bavarian side’s defence 
led by captain Klaus Augenthaler. 

National meet Cameroon's 
Canon Yaounde on Dec. 30 in the 
second leg of the African Cup 
Winners’ Cup finals. The Egy- 
ptians are one goal up. 


U.N. condemns English rugby union tour 


UNITED NATIONS (RI — A 
United Nations body cited the 
English Rugby Football Union 
{ERFU) Wednesday as the most 
serious violator of U.N. res- 
olutions against apartheid in 
sports for sending its national 
team to South Africa earlier this 


year. 

It also said Britain had been 
most prominent in providing pas- 
sports of 'convenience' enabling 
South African athletes to 'pen- 
etrate into the Olympic and 
Commonwealth Games’ and 
other major sporting events. 

The charges were made in a reg- 
ister of sports contacts with South, 
Africa issued by the U.N. Centre 
against Apartheid. 

The list, covering January 1 to 
June 30. names some 140 Britons 
. — the largest aational group — 80 
•■Americans and sports figures from 
more than 30 other countries. 

* 


But the U.N. centre said the 
despite intensified efforts ‘the 
South African regime and its racist 
sports bodies... have so far failed 
to achieve any meaningful suc- 
cess'. 

Although a few sportsmen and 
women and national teams with 
some international standing had. 
been lured through the 1 payment 
of inflated appearance fees and 
exceptional hospitality,' South 
Africa continued to have limited 


access to international sports. 
“The most serious violation of 


the United Nations resolutions 
against apartheid in sport was 
committed by the English Rugby - 
Football Union (ERFU) when it 
decided, by 44 votes to six, to send 
its national teams to South Afr- 
ica,’’ the report said. 

Despite appeals from various 
'quarters, the ERFU team, “alt- 
hough badly depleted in strength 


by withdrawals, including that of 
the team captain Peter Wheeler, 
toured South Africa in May and 
June,” it added. 

It criticised the Commonwealth 
Games Council for England for 
allegedly failing in its con- 
stitutional obligation under the 
code of conduct of the Com- 
monwealth Gaines Federation by 
not taking effective measures to 
try to prevent ERFLTs tour. 

The U.N. Centre said although 
several countries had helped to 
provide passports of convenience- 
for South African athletes, “The 
United Kingdom has been out- 
standing on this issues.” 

“Over the years a string of 
South Africans have penetrated 
-into the Olympic and Com- 
monwealth Games and other 
major international sports events 
as representatives of the United 
Kingdom.” 


Mayotte out of South 
Australian tennis open 


ADELAIDE «(R) — American 
Tim Mayotte - suffered further 
embarrassment Friday when he 
was knocked out of the South 
Australian Open Tennis Cha- 
mpionship by unseeded Peter 
Doohan. 

The Australian, who had to save 
a match point in the final set tie- 
breaker, won 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 against 
the number two seed, whose nic- 
kname of' Gentleman Time’ failed' 
to save him from an $S50 fine for 
an audible, obscenity against Bri- 
tain’s Jonathan Smith Thursday. 

Doohan will now feature in an 
all-Australian semifinal against 
local idol John Fitzgerald, a 6-3, 
6-3 winner over third-seeded 


Czechoslovak Miloslav Mecir. 

The other semifinal will bring 
together defending champion 
Mike Bauer of the ll.S. and Dut- 
chman Huub van Boeckel, who 
beat Australian John Frawley 7-6, 
6-4. 


Friday’s victory will take Doo- 
han into the top 100 in the world 
rankings for the first time — a 
good way to end 1984 for a player 
who joined the professional circuit 
at the relatively late age of 23. 

“A lot of people said I was too 
old to start or that I was over the 
hill at 23. But I just wasn’t strong 

enough at 1 6 or 1 7 to go out on the 

pro-circuit,” explained Doohan. 


Dutch must beat Cyprus 


to keep . World 'Cup hopes alive 


NICOSIA (R) — The once- 
mighty Netherlands, pointless and 
seemingly hopeless at the foot of 
their World Cup q ualifying group, 
must beat Cyprus to have any cha- 
nce of reaching the 1986 finals in 
Mexico. 

That is the blunt truth manager 
Rinus Michels will emphasise 
again to his side as they run out 
here on Sunday for their third 
Group Five qualifying soccer tie-. 

The Dutch, managed by Mic- 
hels when they finished runners- 
up in the 1974 and 1978 finals 
after being beaten by West Ger- 
many and Argentina, have lost 
qualifying matches against Hun- 
gary and Austria this year. 

Now victory is essential if they 
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are to keep alive their fast fading 
hopes of snatching a ‘back door' 
ticket to Mexico by finishing sec- 
ond in the group and advancing 
via the playoff. 

But the Cypriots, buoyed by 
their 1-0 win over Luxembourg 
earlier this week, their first home 
win against an international side in 
nine years, will not surrender eas- 
ily- 

Michels sent his assistant Dick 
Advocat to watch Cyprus's 2-1 
defeat by Hungary last month. 
And afterwards he admitted: 

“They’re tough and work hard. 
They know bow to defend and 
could give us a- hard time.” 

The Hungarians, with a max- 
imum six points from their three 
matches, have a firm grip on the 
table. They lead by two points 
from second-placed Austria on 
four. 

Cyprus are also pointless and 
have the same goal difference as 
the Dutch. But they occupy third 
play courtesy of having scored two 
goals, one more than the Net- 
herlands. 

Dutch hopes will be pinned on 
strikers Peter Houtman and 
Marco van Basten, while defender 
Ernie Brandts will shoulder most 
of the responsibility for thwarting 
any Cypriot counter attacks. 

Cypriot manager Panicos lac- 
ovou plans to field the same side 
which narrowly lost to Hungary. It 
will be his side's last home match 
of the qualifying campaign. 


Jepsoii crowned champion 



By P.V. Vivekanand 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — David Jepson, a Bri- 
ton living in Jordan for the past 
three years, was Thursday cro- 
wned as the National Rally cha- 
mpion of 1984. 

At a special ceremony held at 
the Royal Automobile Club 
(RAC), organisers of the National 
Rally, the club's chairman, ex- 
Minister of Trade and Industry 
Walk! Asfour, preseated trophies 
to Jepson, who had scored on agg- 
regate total of 176 points in six. 
rallying events organised by the 
club, and three other winners. 

Anthony Walker, another Bri- 
tish resident of Jordan, was placed 
second with 140 points, George 
Khayyat and George Haddad, 
both Jordanians, were placed 
third and fourth with 140 and 106 
points respectively. 

In naming the national cha- 
mpion of the year, the RAC took 
into consideration all railing eve- 
nts held in Jordan in 1984, inc- 
luding the fourth leg of the Middle 
East Rally Championship and 
auto-tests sponsored by La Bri- 
oche and the National Press, in 
addition to the actual racing eve- 
nts sponsored by Petra Bank, Bei- 
tuna and Daihatsu. A speed test, 
which was scheduled to be held on 
Dec. 14 as a climax to the year’s 
events, was called off at the last 
minute because of bad weather. 

Jepson, 40, a quantity surveyor 
working with the Laing group of 
companies, has over 12 years of 
rallying experience behind him. 
He had his wife, Barbara, as co- 
driver in racing a Toyota Starlet to 
win the first leg of the National 
Rally, and the La Brioche auto 
test, and to score 16 and 28 points 
in the Beituna and Daihatsu rallies 
respectively, both of which he had 
to abandon because of a mec- 
hanical failure and an accident. 

In the Jordan leg of the Middle 
East Rally Championship, where 
he was placed fourth with 64 poi- 
nts, Jepson had a British male as 
his co-driver. 

Walker and Khayyat both drove 
Nissan cars to score their victories 
in the National Rally, while Had-, 
dad, who represented Jordan in 
the Dubai leg of the Middle East. 
Rally Championship held earlier 
this month, was behind the wheel 
of a Toyota Celica. Haddad was 
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David Jepson — 1984 rally cha- 
mpion 


placed fifth in the- Dubai rally, the 
first-ever leg of the Middle East 
Rally Championship to be att- 
ended by a Jordanian. 

According to the rankings list 
drawn up by the RAC, the fol- 
lowing were placed in positions 
fifth to tenth, out of a total of 76 


participants. 

Haile Aguilar, George Rizk, 
Suhail Marar. Nabil Dirani and 
Hassan Alaeddine (both shared 
.the eighth place with 60 and S3 
points respectively). Tareq Bil- 
beisi and Ziad Bust ami. 

‘ The 1984 event was the first 
national championship event to be 
organised by the RAC in aboi 20 
■years. Speaking at Thursday’s cer- 
emony, RAC General Manager 


Derek Ledger praised “the spirit 
of sportsmanship” of the con- 
testants reflected in the most ord- 
erly conduct of the rallying events 
and thanked the local authorit y 
. police and the press for their con- 
tribution in making the event a* 
success. 

Mr. Ledger promised to, enh- 
ance the club’s sporting activities 
and specifically expressed 
that the National RaUy^ cha- 
mpionship of 1985 will be much 
wider in scope and participation. 

The National Rally is open all 
permanent ' residents of Jordan, 
regardless of nationality, and the 
RAC hopes to make it an annual 
event. According to Mr. Ledger, 
"the spirit of rallying is growing 
rapidly m Jordan.” He pointed out 
to the presence of a large number 
of specially equipped rally cars in 
the country and said by every con- 
seqnenfrallying event the number 
of participants is increasing ste- 
adily. 

Haddad told the Jordan Times 
Thursday that “people tend to 
consider rallying as just another 
form of racing or speeding, whe- 
reas rallies are in fact one of the 
safest motor sports.” 

"How many accidents do we 
have in every rally?” he asked. 

“Even conceding that thenshad 
been one or two serious mishaps 
in the entire year’s rallying events, 
how many were seriously inj- 
ured?” 

He referred to an accident he 
himself had in the Jordan leg of 
-the Middle East Rally. Cha- 
mpionship, when his car som- 
ersaulted several limes before 
landing on its back. Haddad’sbro- 
ther, Nabil, who was co-driving 
the vehicle, suffered the only inj- 
ury in the m ishap — a broken arm. 
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Ireland’s McGuigan retains title 


BELFAST (R) — Barry McG- 
uigan moved a significant step 
nearer a world title fight when he 
knocked out Clyde Ruan to retain 
his European and British fea- 
therweight boxing titles Wed- 
nesday night. 

The' talented Northern Iri- 
shman wound up an outstandingly 
successful year with as good a left 
hook as he has ever thrown to 
dump Ruan on his back near the 
end of the fourth round. 

Ruan, who had not been sto- 


pped before in 23 fights, waste the 
act of rising as referee Larry 
O'Connell counted him out. • 

It was a result that had looked 
inevitable from the moment the 
23-year-old Irishman began to- 
step up the pace after using a cou- 
ple of rounds to see what the cha- 
llenger had to offer. 

Ruaris only solid scoring blows 
in a contest which grew more and 
more one-sided were a right to the 
champion's chin in the second 
round and another in the fourth. 
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On the occasion of the New Year festivities 
AI Istiklal Bookshop Company 


presents: 

the widest assortments of 
decoration items for hotels and parties. 




wm 
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AI Istiklal Bookshop Company 

• Shmeisani, behind Princess Haya Centre, Tel. 663130 

• Amman Downtown: Opposite the Post Office, Tel. 22475 
Wholesale and retail - special prices for wholesale. 



-FOR RENT. 


An apartment consisting of two bedrooms, salon, a 
hall, kitchen and bathroom with independent ceri- 
trai. heating. ; , 

Location: 8th Circle, Royal Automobile Club su by - 
road. 

Opposite American Community School, 1st floor. 

* ' Please call 842428 
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20 - 23 December 

Complete with a toy fair 
and 

Trevor Little 
The Childs Entertainer 
Flown all ths way from the UK 
Courtesy of 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 
Other attractions include: 
Children’s painting exhibition 
Cartoon Videos. 

„ Toy Fair with che best toy shops in town 

"Mfdea^° ’ "^ernational Imports" 

e "Petra Tradding & Inv." 

"Rand'' 13 Stores " "Sports and Activities" 

.. .. "Cindy Kiddycraft" . 

ALA Trading -Oar AI Yaktha Shop" 

- Father Christmas Grotto 
Open from: 

3 pm - Spm December 20 and 22 
IDam-Bpm December 21 and 23 


Nabatean Suite 


Entrance fee JD 0.250 per person 


Amra Hotel 


FORUM Jp HOTELS 


★Clne-Tbealrek ★ 


£ Philadelphia^ 
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Liar’s Moon * 
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3.30 /'6 / 8 , 30 / 10,13 

TB-- 34144-34149 ' 
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OECD predicts bright outlook for West 


PARIS (R) — Economic pro- 
spects in the non-communist 
world are now better than at any 
time in the past decade, the Org- 
anisation for Economic Coo- 
peration and Development 
(OECD) said Thursday. 

But unemployment, at record 
highs in many countries, shows lit- 
tle sign of falling except in the Uni- 
ted States, and policymakers are 
likely to face tricky decisions next 
year. 

The Paris-based institution said 
overall prospects for output and 
inflation in its 24 members “now 
appear as good as, or better than, 
at any time since the watershed 
year of 1973.” when oil exporters 
boosted prices and triggered a 
recession.. 

“There is reason to hope that 
most economies have emerged or 
are emerging from the period of 
apparently chronic stagflation 
(stagnating gTowth and inf- 
lation)'’, the OECD said in an 
end-of-year report on the outlook 
for the industrial economies. 

Problems persist 

But at the same time, obvious 
problems remained. 

“With the exception of the U.S. 
■and Japan, together with a few 
smaller countries, high une- 
mployment rates have become 
entrenched and show no signs of 
falling,’’ the report said. 

Despite progress in controlling 
inflation, price stability remained 
uncertain in most countries. 

International prospects were 
also clouded by protectionism, 
potential debt crises and the unc- 
ertain impact of massive U.S. 
trade and federal budget deficits. 

“These problems are deep- 
rooted and none is likely to dis- 
appear quickly,” it said. 

At a press conference dealing 
with the report, OECD chief eco- 
nomist Mr. David Henderson said 
the United States and Japan 
would continue to outstrip Wes- 
tern Europe's economic per- 
formance next year after surging 
ahead in 1984. 

Fourth-quarter U.S. estimates 
published Wednesday confirmed 
OECD forecasts that the Ame- 
rican Gross National Product 
(GNP) should rise by three per 
cent a year through 1986, he said. 

That would be sharp slowdown 
from this year’s estimated 6.75 per 
cent, but still above the two to 2.5 
per ceat expansion predicted for 
Western Europe, he added. 

Meanwhile Japan seems set to 
take the lead in the growth race, 
with a four to five per cent annual 
rise in GNP over the next 18 
months, Mr. Henderson said. 

Despite the disappointing res- 
ults, European governments were 
generally following sound policies 
and there were no obvious alt- 
ernatives to more of the same, Mr. 
Henderson commented. 

The report said a key issue for 
governments next year would be 
hitting the right mix of tax, mon- 
etary and structural policies to 
hold down prices and boost emp- 
loyment. 

The right choices could help 
internationally as well as dom- 
estically by reducing a yawning 
performance gap between the 
U.S. and the rest of the world. 

In the first two years of the cur- 
rent recovery about 70 per cent of 


demand growth in the OECD area 
originated in America, the report 
noted. 

U.S. expansion sucked in exp- 
orts from the rest of the world and 
“the sustainability of the U.S. rec- 
overy continues to have wide sig- 
nificance for the world economy 
as a whole,” it said. 

What happened to the U.S. 
economy could depend as much 
on international investor con- 
fidence as on Washington, it 
added. 

It was possible that high profits 
on investment in American ind- 
ustiy could keep pulling in foreign 
capital, of setting the U.S. trade 
deficit and helping the dollar to a 
"soft landing" as other economies 
gradually caught up. 

Bui a failure by Washington to 
curb the trade and budget deficits 
could equally trigger a hot money 
outflow, a slump in the dollar, a 
hike in interest rates and a new 
burst of inflation, the report said. 

On the trade front, exports from 
industrial nations were likely to 
slow to a four to five per cent ann- 
ual growth rate by early 1 986 from 
10 per cent early this year. 

With many developing cou- 
ntries still suffering from low 
commodity prices and debt pro- 
blems, trade between industrial 
countries was likely to expand fas- 
ter than world trade in the next 
two years, the report said. 

“Exports to the U.S. are likely 
to be the most dynamic element, 
albeit a weakening one ” and on a 
current account basis there were: 
no signs yet of a narrowing in the 
‘U.S. deficit, it added. 

OECD projections indicated 
the U.S. current account pay- 
ments deficit could widen to more 
than $140 billion a year by the first 
half of 19S6 from a record SI 00 
billion this year. 

. In contrast Japan was likely to 
raise its current account payments 
surplus to nearly 550 billion a year 
from this year’s $30 billion while 
Western Europe should also exp- 
erience a positive swing of some 
$15 billion between 1984 and 
early 1986, the OECD’s eco- 
nomists said. 

On balance the interaction bet- 
ween the U.S., Japan and Western 
Europe had so far been good for 
the world economy, while rapid 
‘ growth in international trade over 
the past 18 months had helped 
ward off the once-feared int- 
ernational debt crisis, the report 
said. 

But margins for manoeuvre 
remained extremely tight if a new 
debt crunch was to be avoided, it 
said, adding: — 

“If recovery proceeds as all 
countries hope, the fundamental 
conditions for a gradual resolution 
of the debt situation should be in - 
place.” 

“But there is littie room to fall 
short on any aspect. Were events 
to evolve significantly less fav- 
ourably over the next two years, 
the reverberations ... could again 
have a strong worldwide macro- 
economic impact, as they did in 
1982,” Lhe report noted. 

U.S. deficits overshadow 
brisk growth 

Meanwhile, in separate for- 
ecasts for individual countries, the 
OECD showed that the U.S. bud- 
get and balance of payments def- 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





‘If we can post-date all the checks for 
January 1, 1992 we'll be fine!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
orw tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


PYLAP 


1 


HARCI 


IE 



TRIVED 1 

r 

□ 




Nl 

LIH 

RGY 

^ 2 


_L 


WHAT KINPOF 
YOUNGSTER FOBS 
BASKETBALL , 
'USUALLY ATTRACT? 


icits are likely to widen in the next 
1 8 months, keeping interest rates 
quite high and slowing growth. 

The OECD’s twice-yearly eco- 
nomic outlook forecast real eco- 
nomic growth of three per cent for 
thd United Slates next year, with 
the federal deficit rising to SI 89.3 
billion from 5170.3 billion this 
year. 

With the business sector likely 
to absorb surplus private-sector 
savings, financing of the general . 
government deficit will have to 
come entirely from overseas bor-’ 
rowing, it said. 

The balance-of payments defiejt 
is predicted at more than SI 20 bil- 
lion in 1 985 

“This will constitute a severe 
constraint on the growth of U.S. 
GNP," the report said. 

It forecast a slight rise in U.S. 
interest rates next year. 

Inflation and wage increases 
will remain moderate and business 
invesment. though slowing from 
exceptionally high rams registered 
■in the last 1 8 months, will continue 
to play a strong role in the exp- 
ansion, the report forecasts. 

Unemployment will fall slightly 
in the next 18 months and con- 
sumption, buoyed by higher emp- 
loyment and low inflation, will 
grow despite a higher savings' 
ratio, the OECD said. 

Real disposable income is also 
expected to rise, while hou- 
sebuilding and other interest-rate 
sensitive investments will pro- 
bably slow as the deficit pushes 
rates back up. 

U.S. exports, which have per- 
formed well despite a sharp rise in 
the dollar against other cur- 
rencies, are forecast to continue 
growing, though not enough to 
offset booming imports. 

Import growth should slow in 
1985. the report said, but imports 
will still rise by 12- 'A per cent 
after leaping at an annualised rate 
of 32- Vz per cent ia the first half of 
the 1984. 

France to face slow 
growth, lower inflation 

The OECD forecasts that Fra- 
nce will continue to experience 
slow growth and falling inflation 
next year under the influence of its 
2 1 -month-old austerity pro- 
gramme. 

Industrial investment is exp- 
ected to rise in real terms, while 
rising exports help to cut the trade, 
deficit toS2.5 billion in 1 985 from 
$3.75 billion this year and $8.21 ‘ 
billion in 1983, the OECD said. 

France’s Gross Domestic Pro- 
duct (GDP), the widest measure 
of the economy’s performance, is 
seen growing by two per cent in 

1985, up from 1.75 per cent this 
year. 

The report predicts that con- 
sumer price inflation will fall to* 
6 J per cent in the first half of 
1985 from 7.25 per cent in 1984 
and 9.4 per cent in 1983. The gov- 
ernment maintains that it could 
fall as low as 5.4 per cent by the 
end of next year. 

“The labour market situation is 
likely to continue deteriorating, 
and the unemployment rate may 
reach 11 percentin the first half of 

1986, " the OECD said. 

Forecast questions economic 
realism of Italian government 

The OECD report showed that 


key Italian government ass- 
umptions about inflation and pub- 
lic sector borrowing trends next 
year appear to be unrealistic. 

It said Italy, after a sharp eco- 
nomic upturn this year, could face 
slower growth, continuing high 
inflation and higher trade and cur- 
rent account deficits in 1985. 

In particular, a budget plan to 
cut general government bor- 
rowing to 12.1 per cent of GDP 
from 13 5 per cent this year” rests 
... on an inflation assumption that 
is 1.5 percentage points lower 
than the OECD forecast.” 

The OECD expects consumer 
price inflation barely to ease to 
just under eight per cent a year in 
the first half of 1986 from around 

8.6 per cent now. and the general 
government borrowing req- 
uirement to fall only to 13.1 per 
cent of GDP. 

The Italian government has tar- 
ge tied a seven per cent average 
inflation rate for 1985, implying a 
rate well below six per cent by the 
end of the year. 

The OECD forecast that Italy's 
GDP could grow by a real 2.5 per 
cent in 1 985, down from three per 
cem this year. 

W. German recovery 
depends on' export demand 

West Germany will continue to 
enjoy a modest economic rec- 
overy next year, but it will depend 
strongly on export demand and is 
unlikely to make much impact on 
unemployment, the OECD said. 

West Germany's export mar- 
kets are expected to grow by about 
six per cent in 1985, while the 
competitiveness of German exp- 
orts should continue to improve 
helped by moderate cost and price 
increases, die report added. 

The country's trade surplus, 
forecast to fall to $21.75 bUlion 
this year from $23.25 billion in 
1983, will rise to $27 billion next 
year as the growth of exports exc- 
eeds that of imports, the OECD 
predicted. 

The current account balance of 
payments is expected to be in sur- 
plus by $7.25 billion next year, up 
from S2.25 billion this year. 

Despite an economic upswing 
for almost two years, the West 
German labour market has shown 
few signs of improvement. 

Japanese economic miracle 
seems set to' continue 

For Japan the OECD predicted 
that an economic miracle seems 
set to continue next year, with fas- 
ter than expected growth, sus- 
tained investment, a rising trade 
surplus and low inflation. 

“Real GNP is forecast to grow 
by 5.75 per cent in 1 984 and aro- 
und five per cent in 1985, more 
strongly than predicted six months 
ago." the OECD said. 

Private consumption should rise 
by about four per cent over the 
next 18 months, with pay packets 
swelled by bonuses in the wake of 
higher company profits. 

At the same time companies 
were investing heavily in new 
high-technology industries: “This 
apparent wave of technical inn- 
ovation is judged likely ro sustain 
investment through 1985." 

Healthy export markets and a 
steady currency should add up to a 
boom in Japanese sales abroad, 
the OECD said. 


Japan's trade surplus should 
rise steadily to an annual rate of 
over $55 billion by the first half of 
1986 from an estimated $42 bil- 
lion this year. 

At the same time continued cur- 
rent account surpluses could raise 
Japan's net external assets to a 
massive S130 billion by mid-1 986 
from about S37 billion at end- 
1983. 

Coal strike clouds 
Britain’s prospects 

Finally, the OECD forecasts 
that Britain's economic prospects 
for 1985 nidge on an end to its 
coalminers' strike. 

The OECD said the nine- 
month-old strike had cut British 
growth by about a third this year, 
pushed the government’s mon- 
etary policies off target and driven 
British trade into a deepening def- 
icit. 

An early end to the dispute 
would give a quick boost to the 
economy, with the country’s GDP 
growing somewhat faster than the 
West European average and cur- 
rent account payments reaching a 
rough balance in 1985 after a lik- 
ely deficit of $ 1 .5 billion this year, 
it said. 

“If the strike has not ended by 
the turn of the year, the 1985 for- 
ecast would have to be written 
down accordingly and a more pes- 
simistic scenario would be almost 
inevitable,” it said. 


OPEC draws new plan 


GENEVA (R) — Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries (OPEC) oil ministers adjourned a 
crucial conference Friday to seek approval from 
their governments for a proposed system to monitor 
members’ oil transactions and prevent breaches of 
OPEC agreements. 


The plan aims to prevent wid- 
espread flouting of OPEC rules 
which has seriously dented the 
group' s credibility. 

The ministers approved it in 
principle Friday morning before 
adjourning their meeting here 
until Dec. 27 to allow them to con- 
sult their heads of state, delegates 
said. 

Kuwait Oil Minister Ali Khalifa 
Al Sabah, a member of a com- 
mittee which worked out the plan, 
said it proposed “a detailed aud- 
iting system to monitor sales, vol- 
umes and prices.” 

The oil ministers of Algeria and 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
said the new ministerial mon- 
itoring committee would have 
wide powers to inspect each cou- 
ntry’s crude and refined oil pro- 
ducts and exports. 

“The members will have to acc- 
ept inspection on their territory," 
Algerian Minister Belkacem Nabi 
said. 

Conference delegates said the 
plan received the unanimous per- 
sonal support of all 13 ministers. 

But Mr. Abdul Hadi Kandeel, 
oil minister of non-OPEC Egypt, 
who is attending the conference as 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices drifted lower at the close ahead of 
the Christmas break, dealers said. The FTSE 100 index at 1530 
GMT was down 5.1 at 1202.1. 

Oils were stOl depressed, with the OPEC meeting adjourned to 
Dec. 27 and crude oil price differentials yet to be discussed. 
Sentiment was further dampened by the large sell-off of U.K. 
company oil shares earlier this week by Kuwait. B.P. shed 7p at 
463. Shell eased 3p at 628 and Britoil declined 5p at 193. 

Government bonds showed net gains of up to *b point on the 
steadier sterling but eased from their opening highs due to lack 
interest. Golds were firm and North Americans mixed. 

Grand Metropolitan and Distillers both eased 3p following 
Thursday's lower than expected results at 300 and 294 res- 
pectively. IC1 dropped 4p at 740, Thom EMI shed 1 Op at 442 and 
BOC declined 3p at 257. 

Reckitt and Colman fell 20p to 553 following the acquisition of 
the Airwick group from Ciba-Geigy for about 500 million Swiss 
francs while Minet Holdings shed 1 lp at 240 following Thursday’s 
gains on its third quarter results. 

Foods met some profit-taking after their recent gains, with 
Rowntree down 8p at 370. Banks were steady and insurances 
lower. 


LONDON 1 EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.1690/1700 

LLS. dollars 

1.3174/78 

Canadian dollars 

3.1170/90 

West German marks 

3.5190/5220 

Dutch guilders 

2.5630/70 

Swiss francs 

62.52/57 

Belgian francs 

9.5400/5500 

French francs 

1917.0/20.0 

Italian lire 

247.90/8.10 

Japanese yen 

8.9050/9250 

Swedish crowns 

9.0100/0300 

Norwegian crowns 

11. 1600/1 800 

Danish crowns 

311.25/311.75 

U.S. dollars 
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an observer, made it clear that 
Cairo would not be joining the 
planned system. 

The oil ministers nf Venezuela, 
Libya, Algeria, Gabon. Ecuador 
and Nigeria said they were con- 
fident the idea of a monitoring 
agency would work once it had 
top-level approval. 

Others would not talk to rep- 
orters and delegates said some did 
not wish to preempt decision by 
their leaders. 

Reflecting some apprehension 
about the powers that may be exe- 
rcised by OPEC over meraber- 
govemmems. the Ecuador del- 
egate, Deputy Oil Minister Fer- 
nando Santos Alvite. said: “If it 
does not affect our sovereignty, 
then we support it.* 1 

Meanwhile traders on the Eur- 
opean spot oil market said Friday 
they give the OPEC plan to mon- 
itor the group's output and pricing 
little chance of success. 

The traders said the idea was 
likely to run into strong opposition 
from some OPEC governments as 
it touched on sensitive areas of 
national sovereignty and security. 

Prices on the European free 
market Friday continued the weak 


trend that triggered OPECs eff-. 
oris to restore its control. 

Traders were seeking to buy oil 
from Britain's North Sea Brent 
field at S26.40 a barrel, S2.25 
below the British National Oil 
Corporation (BNOC1 official 
price. They expected even greater 
opposition from some gov- 
ernments in the volatile Middle 
East region over the sovereignty 
issue. 

“ Do you see the Iraqis and Ira- 
nians willingly giving information 
on their oil exports?” one trader 
asked. 

Both states rely heavily on oil 
sales to finance their four- 
year-old war against each other. 
Iraq's attacks on neutral tankers 
using the Kharg Island oil terminal 
have been aimed at strangling 
Iran's economy. 

Insurance rates for tankers vis- 
iting Kharg have risen sharply this 
month as Iraq stepped up missile 
attacks following a six-week luD. 

Iran's only way of attracting 
demand for its oil was to offer dis- 
counts on official prices to offset 
the high cost of shipping, normally 
borne by the buyer, the traders 
said. 

Even if the OPEC plan were 
accepted by heads of state, pra- 
ctical difficulties abounded input- 
ting it into action. Monitoring all 
OPEC output and sales of both 
crude oil and refined products 
would be a huge and complex task, 
they said. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, DEC. 22, 19B4 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The morning is fine for 
formulating ideas and principles under which you wish 
to live in the future, while later, you have the opportuni- 
ty to reduce these plans to a well organized reality. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You have fine ideas for 
advancement in the days ahead which should be brought 
to the attention of a bigwig who can give you support. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} Contact one who can 
show you the best methods of operating in business that 
can be advantageous to you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You can reach a new 
policy levei with your partners and can later make 
everything operate in fine detail. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Tackle that 
work you have promised to do in the morning, then you 
get fine suggestions from your partners. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Invite guests in early for a 
nice party in the evening and gain their good wiU. Handle 
any work that is awaiting you with enthusiasm. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Morning is fine for handl- 
ing some home situation, then off to the recreation that 
you most enjoy. Don't spend too much money. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Early handle cor- 
respondence in the morning and later you can have a 
fine time in your own home. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Handle practical prob- 
lems in the early morning. Contact that person who can 
give you data that you need. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Doing what you 
like best in the morning is wise and then you can handle 
financial affairs very well later. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You are able to get 
information secretly in the morning, and then can use 
it to improve your interests. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Pursuing personal 
aims in a positive way can bring them to you very easi- 
ly now. Know which friends are best to cultivate. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Ge? into the outside 
duties that await your attention in the morning, but 
later devote your time to your friends. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... He or she will 
like to talk a good deal and always want the center of 
the stage, so early teach to be more cooperative. Give 
'fine moral and ethical training. However, upon reaching 
adulthood your progeny can become a fine organizer and 
be highly rated in the business world. 


THE Daily Crossword by John 0™™^ 


ACROSS 
1 Alda crook* 

B Deed 
9 Shortening 

13 Land of Nod 

14 — malar 
(brain part) 

15 NY Indian 

16 — colored 

17 Culture medium 
16 — squad 

10 Yak 

22 Bom 

23 Lift 

24 Famale octopus 
27 Winter mo. 

29 Favorite 

30 For each 
33 A Root 

35 Cry alter a 
goof 

37 In good shape 

38 Exam type 

'39 Weaken a solu- 
tion: abbr. 

40 Dixie city 

41 A Randall 

42 Rote of sports 

43 Tire pattern 

44 Pig's digs 

45 Joplin tune 
48 Male title 

48 “Have you — 
woof?" 

49 Rigged contest 
51 Moo-goo — 

■pan 

S3 Hardy 

59 Alb or toga 

60 —Scott 

61 Orb 

82 GUI friend 
In Gris 

83 ApoUo's rival 

64 Enticed 

65 Duke,e4>. 

68 Summer lime: 
abbr. 

67 Curves 

DOWN 

1 NHolauna 

2 Drivel 

3 Saarinen 

4 Idaho range 

5 Vindictive 

6 Boring tool 



TuBune Madia Smwcm. me 
ax Rtflhia Rntnaa 


7 Jelly Iruits 

8 Delays 

9 River pier 

10 Nelghborot 
N.Mex. 

11 Wedding 
remnant 

12 Billy- 
Williams 

14 Morse dash 

20 Goll doodad 

21 Superlative 
ending 

24 Weighs 

25 George orT.S. 

26 Simpleton 
28 Mobster's 

retinue 

30 Chatf tike scale 

31 Musician 
Mitcha 

32 Prepared 

34 Mow contents 

36 tax. asset 

37 “Leave — to 
heaven” 

40 Lag behind 


Yesterday's Pnzzlfl Solved: 


□□Dill 0130(33 3333 
□mad 0D0SI! wia 
3003 aanoHaanaa 
□amansa □annan 
□isaa anon _ 
BQnaa Hnnaaauiraa 
□□□Ha nnnaa aim 
□□aa oaoaa acinra 

□QB 00330 030311 

030800300 □□□30 

naan anaa 


nnranaa EinaaaHaa 
HHaHaaonna anna 
nann anaaa anaa 
0030 00noa anaa 


42 Grasshopper 
45 Yank's loe 

47 Magneto eyst 

48 Man a Uller 
50 Fold 

52 AMs 

53 Alaska port 


54 Stage prize 

55 Uniforms for 
short 

56 Brick totos 

57 Woodwind 

58 Sawbudcs 

59 Knock 










a 


World news 


U.S. says Soviets aiming 
for 450 to 500 SS-20s 


BRUSSELS (R) — The United States has forecast 
that the Soviet Union would ultimately deploy bet- 
ween 450 and 500 SS-20 medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles, compared with the 387 Washington says it has 
at present. 


U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Burt told a Dews 
conference at NATO hea- 
dquarters: " I think it is possible at 
this stage to suggest that the ult- 
imate number of SS-20 dep- 
loyments. based on what we know 
about new base construction, is 
likely to range from between 450 
to 500." 

He was speaking after chairing 
the last session of NATO's special 
consultative group on medium- 
range missiles before next month’s 
Gereva talks between U.S. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko. 

The group declared NATO’s 
support for what it called “the 
United Slates determination to 
pursue in a serious and flexible 


way negotiations leading to bal- 
anced. meaningful and verifiable 
reductions and limits on these sys- 
tems". 

Diplomats who attended the 
meeting said it yielded no new inf- 
ormation on U.S. preparations for 
the Shultz-Gromyko session. One 
said it had been held “largely for 
form’s sake". 

The group's statement took 
special note of NATO gov- 
ernment’s determination to con- 
tinue deploying U.S. cruise and 
Pershing-2 missiles in the absence 
of a concrete negotiation result 

“With the approach of a new 
and it is hoped productive phase in 
the arms control dialogue, allied 
governments are committed to 
maintaining close and regular con- 
sultations." it added. 


Mr. Burt said the U.S. would 
tailor its consultation procedures 
once it became clear what form 
the new arms talks would take, but 
the special NATO group would 
continue to play a major part. 

He based his forecast of a big 
increase in SS-20 deployments on 
the number of bases now under 
construction and the fact that, 
according to U.S. intelligence, the 
rate of production of the triple- 
warhead missiles was unabated. 

The majority of new SS-20 
bases under construction were in 
the Western part of the Soviet 
Union, he said, indicating most of 
the new missiles would be tar- 
geted on Western Europe. 

Asked if the U.S. was enc- 
ouraged by comments on arms 
control by Soviet politburo mem- 
ber Mikhail Gorbachev in Britain 
this week, Mr. Burt said: “To the 
extent to which his remarks sug- 
gest the Soviets are prepared to 
take a serious look at realistic 
arms control in Geneva, then that 
is a positive development." 



(SIGHTSEEING: Soviet Politburo member Mlkhael Gorbachev and his wife sightseeing in London. 


Thatcher defends Hong Kong deal 


Soviet leader begins talks in Peking 


PEKING (R) — A Soviet leader 
o pended talks Friday on boosting 
trade between- Moscow and Pek- 
ing and said improved relations 
between the two estranged Com- 
munist giants would help global 
security. 

Soviet First Deputy Premier 
Ivan Arkhipov, the highest- 
ranking Kremlin leader to visit 
China since 1969. plunged into 
talks on furthering trade and eco- 
nomic links between the two for- 
mer allies within hours of arriving 
from Moscow. 

Western and Asian diplomats 
said he was expected to discuss a 
1986-90 trade agreement with the 
Chinese as well as Sino-Soviet 
technical and scientific coo- 
peration. 

He had talks lasting 75 minutes 
Friday afternoon in the Great Hall 
of the People with Chinese Vice- 
Premier Yao Yiira, who welcomed 


him with a big hug after Mr. Ark- 
hipov’s Tupolev- 154 touched 
down at Peking Airport. 

The talks were attended by 
Qian Qichen. China's vice foreign 
minister who deals with Soviet 
relations, as well as Mr. Ark- 
hipov’s accompanying high-level 
economic delegation. 

The official New China News 
Agency (NONA) quoted Mr. 
Arkhipov as saying his visit would 
enlarge exchanges in the eco- 
nomic. trade, scientific and tec-, 
hnical fields. 

Mr. Arkhipov abruptly can- 
celled a trip to Peking io May and 
diplomats interpreted it as a dis- 
play of Soviet anger over Pre- 
sident Reagan's successful China 
tour the month before and clashes 
along the Sino- Vietnamese bor- 
der. 

On arrival Friday. Mr. Ark- 
hipov told reporters Moscow now 


saw positive trends in* relations 
between the two Communist nei- 
ghbours and said there was a large 
potential for further expansion of 
trade- 

“The development of relations 
between the USSR and the Peo- 
ple's Republic of China would not 
only serve the interests of the peo- 
ple of our two countries but would 
also contribute to international 
cooperation and peace." the 
77-year-old leader declared in his 
arrival statement. 

Mr. Arkhipov is regarded by 
Peking as an old friend of China. 
He served as a diplomat here dur- 
ing the years of Sino-Soviet fri- 
endship in the 1950s and was inv- 
olved in the formulation of 
China's first 1953-57 five-year 
plan. 

Sino-Soviet trade is set to rise to 
$1.4 billion in 1985, up from 
$1.05 billion this year. 


HONG KONG (R) — British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher said Friday the agreement 
handing Capitalist Hong Kong to 
China’s Communist rulers in 1997 
was better than no deal at all. 

Mrs. Thatcher told a news con- 
ference the Sino-Briush pact she 
signed in Peking on Wednesday 
after two years of often difficult 
negotiations would ensure the 
stability and prosperity of the ter- 
ritory well into the next century. 

With a stroke of the pen, the 
staunchly anti-Comraunist Tha- 
tcher agreed to place Hong Kong* s 
5.3 million people under Chinese 
rule in 13 years. 

China has also pledged to let 
Hong Kong keep its Capitalist sys- 
tem for 50 years after the han- 
dover under a concept of “one 
country, two systems.” 

Mrs. Thatcher said: “(The agr- 
eement) assures the continuation 
of Hong Kong as a free-trading. 


Capitalist society for a very long 
time to come into the middle of 
the next century. This means that 
Hong Kong can plan long-term' 
with confidence." 

Sue told Hong Kong's civic lea- 
ders Thursday that during her 
36-hour stay in Peking, top leader 
Deng Xiaoping and Premier Zhao 
Ziyang had assured her China 
would honour its commitment. 

Mrs. Thatcher brushed aside a 
reporter’s question of whether it 
was morally defensible to deliver, 
Hong Kong’s people “into the 
hands of a Communist dic- 
tatorship’’. 

She retorted: "What do you' 
think would have happened if we 
had not attempted to get an agr- 
eement? In 1997, 92 per cent of 
the territory would have reverted 
to China." 

Hong Kong Island and the Kow- 
loon peninsula were ceded to Bri-* 
tain permanently but the rem- 


ainder of the territory was leased 
under a 99-year agreement exp- 
iring in 1997. 

Mrs. Thatcher said the agr- 
eement, which must be formally 
ratified by the two sides by June 
30 next year, was basically acc- 
eptable to the people of Hong 
Kona. 


But she said that Britain and 
China were aware of anxiety in the 
territory over some parts of the 
accord. 

Chief among them are the for- 
ming of a joint liaison group to 
oversee the implementation of the 
agreement, the stationing of Chi- 
nese troops in Hong Kong and the 
question of nationality. 

Mrs. Thatcher afterwards left 
for Washington to brief President 
Reagan on her talks in Peking and 
discussions in London with Soviet 
politburo member Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 


Indian 
opposition 
urges defeat 
of Gandhi 


NEW DELHI (R) —The leaders 
of six Indian opposition parties 
Friday launched a joint appeal for 
the defeat of heavily favoured 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 
the general elections that start on 
Monday. 

The opposition chiefs, all non- 
Communists and including former 
Prime Minister Charan Singh, dec- 
lared in a statement that Mr. Gan- 
dhi's Coagress (I) Party had failed 
the country and could preserve 
neither Indian unity nor the life of 
the nation’s citizens. 

“It has become only a corrupt 
machine for the self- 
aggrandisement of the few.” the 
statement said. 

“We call upon all our cou- 
ntrymen to defeat the Congress (I) 
candidates and pave the way for 
the emergence of a new India." 

Mr. Gandhi himself, who has 
described the opposition as spl- 
intered and ineffective, pressed on 
'with the last stages of his cam- 
paign, touring the southern state 
of Tamil Nadu which lies adjacent 
to the island nation of Sri Lanka. 

Reuter correspondent Cha- 
itanya Kalbag. following the Gan- 
dhi swing, reported the Indian 
leader as voicing deep concern 
over the ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka. 

Tamil Nadu's people have close 
cultural and religious links with 
the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka. 

Mr. Gandhi promised that this 
country’s navy would provide full 
protection for local fishermen, 
whose boats, he said, had been 
fired on during the Sri Lanka cri- 
sis. 


Pravda criticises U.S. 


pullout from UNESCO 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
daily Pravda said Friday the Uni- 
ted States, which is pulling out of 
UNESCO at the end of the year, 
had used “blackmail and threats" 
in an aborted attempt to change 
the organisation. 

Pravda said the United States 
had disagreed with most other 
members on policy. Washington 
had opposed the international 
organisation's programmes aimed 
at helping developing countries, as 
well as its stance on disarmament, 
apartheid and its condemnation of 
Israeli policy in the Middle East. 

The United States had been inc- 
reasingly isolated in UNESCO's 
discussions on the fate of the 
world, Pravda said. ' 

The United States confirmed its 
decision to pull out of UNESCO 
— the United Nations Edu- 
cational. Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation — two days ago. say- 


ing the called-for reforms had not 
gone far enough. 

The Reagan administration last 
December gave a year’s notice of 
withdrawal from UNESCO but 
said it could reverse the decision if 
sufficient reforms were made. 

The U.S. pullout deprives the 
agency of $47 million in American 
dues, about a quarter of its annual 
budget. 

Other Western countries have 
also expressed concern about the 
running of UNESCO and Britain 
announced last month that it 
would pull out unless reforms 
were made by the end of 1985. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Gregory Newell told rep- 
oners that reform efforts made 
during the year appeared genuine, 
but “in the light of the serious con- 
cerns we expressed last December 
an unacceptable gap dearly rem- 
ains." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 

‘519B4 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc. 

A DASH OF HOLIDAY SPIRIT 


EAST 
4Q643 
V K 
0 643 
4KQ1076 


North East 
1 * Pass 
4 <7 Pass 
6 ^ Pass 
Pa SB Pass 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 AKJ5 
V J9S732 
052 
43 
WEST 
4 109 87 
^ A 

0 KJI08 
49542 

SOUTH 

42 

^ Q10654 
0 AQ97 
4 A J8 
The bidding: 

South West 

1 7 Pass 

2 0 Pass 
5 4 Pass 
Pass Dble 
Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of 4. 

Beware of loose doubles. If 
your action points the way 
for declarer to make his con- 
tract, the swing is enormous. 

This deal was played after 
an evening of great festivity 
—food was abundant and 
wine flowed freely. As a’ 
result, both North and South 
seemed to think they pos- 
sessed an ace more than they 
actually held, which accounts 
for the final contract. West’s 
double was equally incom- 
prehensible, but there was 
nothing the matter with 
South's handling of the con- 
tract. 

. After West led thd 10 of 
spades, declarer carefully in- 


spected dummy. Had there 
been no double; he would 
suTely have gone down— the 
sensible way to play the con- 
tract would have been to sur- 
render a trump trick and 
-then rely on the diamond 
finesse. 

The double, however, drew 
a roadmap for declarer. 
Unless West held both miss- 
ing trumps, io which case 
there was nothing that could 
be done to save the hand, he 
surely had the king of 
diamonds and was expecting 
to collect a diamond trick in 
addition to the ace of trumps. 
He was soon proved wrong. 

Declarer won the king of 
spades, cashed the ace of 
spades for a dub discard, and 
ruffed 3 spade. After ruffing 
% a club on the board, and dum- 
my’s last spade in hand, 
South was ready to ad- 
minister the coup cfe grace. 

He exited with a trump. 
West captured his partner's 
king perforce, and was faced 
with a Hobson's choice. A 
diamond lead would be into 
-declarer’s major tenace: a 
club would allow him to 
discard dummy’s diamond 
loser while ruffing in hand. 

As the cards lie. the con- 
tract should have been 
defeated. At trick one. West 
should have led the ace of 
hearts! Now he can exit safe- 
ly and sit back and wait to 
score his king of diamonds 
for the setting trick- 


Czechoslovak 

newspaper 

praises 

Genscher visit 


Jayawardene 
ends all party 
conference 


COLOMBO (R) — President 
Junius Jayewardene Friday dis- 


solved an all-party conference try- 
ing to find ways of solving Sri 


VIENNA (R) — Czecho- 
akia’ s trade union daily Prace 
Friday a recent visit by West 
man Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher to Prague had 
contributed towards better 
East-West relations. 


"The talks in Prague confirmed 
the viability of the principles of 
peaceful coexistence between 
countries with different social sys- 
tems and was a contribution tow- 
ards livelier East-West relations 
after a cool phase in the last few 
months." Prace said, quoted by 
the official Ceteka News Agency. 

Prace said tension had been 
caused by the deployment of U.S. 
missiles on West German territory 
and by “revanchist calls which 
often come from high circles." 

"But history gave us the role of 
neighbours. These are not always 
members of one family or close 
friends. However they should be 
solid and reliable partners, esp- 
ecially in the nuclear age," Prace 
added. 


Lanka's ethnic unrest and hinted 
he might call a referendum or a 
general election on the issue - 

Mr. Jayewardene wound up the 
conference saying the government 
I ’would have to make the final dec- 
ision on the best way of resolving 
the ethinc issue and introduce laws 
in parliament. 

. He said the supreme court 
would have to examine if the pro- 
posals contravened the con- 
stitution. 


Mr. Genscher ended a three- 
day official visit to Prague Thu- 
rsday during which he discussed 
bilateral and international issues 
with Czechoslovak Foreign Min- 
ister Bohuslav Chnoupek. 

Mr. Genscher Thursday visited 
a group of 70 East Germans enc- 
amped in his country’s Prague 
embassy but held out little hope of 
them making an early exit to the 
West. 


Laws that do not conform to the 
constitution have to be referred to 

referendum. The president has 
powers to call a referendum or a 
general election. 

Mr. Jayewardene told delegates • 
from political parties, ethnic gro- 
ups and religious organisations 
taking part in the conference that 
their task had now come to an end. 

The conference, called by Mr. 
Jayewardene after more than 400 
people were killed in ethnic vio- 
lence last year, opened 1 1 months 
ago to find ways of ending tension 
between the island' s Sinhalese and 
Tamils. 

Tamils, who form 2-5 million of 
the island's 15 million population, 
accuse the government of dis- 
criminating against them and are 
demanding a separate state. 


Britain’s fuel train fire 
in tunnel still blazing 


LITTLEBOROUGH. England 
(AP) — Over 100 firemen were 
still fighting a fire Friday, a day 
after It broke out in a 3.2 kil- 
ometres railroad tunnel Thursday 
60 metres under the Pennine Hills 
in northern England when a train 
carrying petroleum gas was der- 
ailed. 

At one stage. 30-metre high 
flames blazed into the sky through 
a large surface ventilation shaft 
from the tunnel. 

Yorkshire Fire Department 
spokesman Ralph MaUinson said 
Friday there was no longer risk of 
an explosion but the tunnel might 
collapse. 

Firemen continued to pour 
large quantities of foam into the 
tunnel through surface air vents 


durning the night and Mr. Mai- 
linson said the emergence Friday 
of more steam and less smoke 
from the vents indicated the fie- 
rceness of the fire had lessened. 

At one stage Thursday, firemen 
fled for their lives as a series of 
fireballs erupted. The 14-car der- 
ailed freight train was carrying 
100 tons of fuel, police reported. 

Mr. MaUinson said the normaUy 
busy rail link between the cities of 
Leeds and Manchester would 
remain closed and gave no ind- 
ication when it might be reopened. 

Authorities reported that lea- 
king petroleum seeped into a nea- 
rby river. Police appealed to local 
residents not to discard lighted 
matches or cigarettes in the area 
around the tunnel. 


The Congress (I) campaigners 
in Tamil Nadu have had to deal 
with the pressing local issue posed 
by the Sri Lanka situation as well 
as seeking sympathy votes fol- 
lowingthe Oct. 31 assassination of 
the prime minister's mother and 
predecessor. Indira Gandhi. 

They have also sought support 
over the illness of the state's Chief 
Minister M.G. Ramachandran. a 
major Gandhi ally and former film 
star, who underwent a kidney tra- 
nsplant operation in New York 
this week. 





Israelis launch 
‘operation undress’ 


TEL AVIV (R) — Teams of 
aeli military police have been pa£_^ 
rolling city streets forcing ci viUans^j-r 
in army clothes to return them 
sometimes there and then. A 
itary spokesman has said "ope- \ ' 
ration undress" was aimed at rep- 
laiming tens of thousands of unr-,' 
eturned array coats, shifts. swe- r 
aters. trousers and other items- of -7 
clothing. Israeli television showed 
a team in action in Tel Aviv con- 
fiscating enough clothing in two 
hours to keep a laundry busy for ., • 
an entire day. Citizens had to 
off their shirts and coats and were.: .re- 
charged with stealing army ph* f ?~- 
perty. One man was forced 
remove his trousers and sent 
his way. Israelis are normally cal-^ 
led for reserve service for several? 
weeks every year ending thefc/.W 
regular military service. • 


‘Christmas trees are. 
crawling with bugs’ 


TROMSO, Norway (R) — An 
average Christmas tree has about 
30.000 bugs and insects on it, acc- 
ording to a Norwegian scientist. 
Arne Fjellberg. a museum res*., 
earcher in this northern Nor- 
wegian town, told reporters that a ' 
microscopic investigation of the 
Christmas tree revealed midges, 
fleas, lice, parasite wasps, spiders 
and beatles. "The Christmas tree' 
is full of life, with insects crawling, ' 
jumping, reproducing and killing, . 
but none of them are dangerous^ _ 
and most die after some days"; ' 
Fjellberg added. ; 


Commenting on Friday's opp- 
osition declaration, a spokesman 
for one of the parties involved said 
it was an attempt to compensate, 
for the earlier failure of the anti- 
Gandhi groups to agree on which 
seats to fight in their campaigns 
against the government party. 

Voting in the general election 
takes place on Dec. 27 as well as 
on Monday. 

But there is no voting in the tro- 
ubled states of Punjab and Assam. 
On Friday, the governor of Pun- 
jab. scene of violence between 
government forces and Sikh ext- 
remists. indicated there would be 
no state elections either in Punjab 
in the near future. 


Australian regains 
lost speech 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
Marie Heffeman has regained the 
power of speech which she lost 12 
years ago after eating a piece of 
Christmas pudding. She had a 
coughing fit this week and spat out 
a 1959 silver three-peny piece 
which her mother had put in the 
pudding. The coin lodged be tweeri 
her vocal cords and prevented 
them from vibrating, doctors said. 
Marie, 25. said: " If s incredible to 
be able to speak again. I have had 
to have speech therapy to help me 
put words together." 


Pakistani military, opposition discuss future 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistan's mil- 
itary government has been hol- 
ding secret talks with its opp- 
onents to discuss the appointment 
of a prominent critic as prime min- 
ister, senior opposition leaders 
said Friday. 

The meetings, which started 
early this month, have centered on 
making Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi 
head of the coming civilian gov- 
ernment. the leaders, who asked 
not to be identified, told Reuters. 

Mr. Jatoi, who declined to 
comment, is the acting head of the 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) of 
farmer Prime Minister Zulfikar 


Ali Bhutto, overthrown by Pre- 
sident Mohammad Zia-Ul-Haq in 
1977 and later hanged. 

Gen. Zia was assured five more 
years in power on Wednesday thr- 
ough a controversial referendum 
on bis Islamic reforms. 

The leaders said senior generals 
had met heads of the opposition 
Movement for the Restoration of 
Democracy (MRD) several times 
this month. But a government 
spokesman said he did not know 
of such meetings. 

Mr. Jatoi was offered the post of 
prime minister in 1980 but refused 
because Gen. Zia would not ann- 


ounce an election date. Gea. Zia is 
now only three months away from 
the March 23 deadline he has set 
. for polls for a civilian parliament. 

The MRD signalled a more 
moderate stance Thursday by off- 
ering itself as a caretaker gov- 
ernment. 

It dropped its demand that Gen. 
Zia resign and blamed what it cal- 
led the rigging of the referendum 
on Chief Election Commissioner 
S.A. Nusrat. 

Mr. Nusrat, whose carefully 
planned election program rue was 
modified several times before and 
during polling. 


AIDS appears inevitable in East Germany, official says 


The East Germans are staging a 
sit-in at the legation in a bid to 
gain permits to leave for the West. 
Some 40 of them have been on 
hunger strike since last Friday to 
press their demands. 


Diplomatic sources said Mr. 
Genscher had told the would-be 
emigrants — some of whom have 
been in the mission since Sep- 
tember — that they should return 
to East Germany and submit their 
applications for exist permits 
there. 

He also gave them a full briefing 
on contacts between Bonn and 
East Berlin over the sit-in and 
promised that they would not be 
evicted from the legation, the sou- 
rces added. 


He was accomjianied by Ludwig 
Rehlinger, state secretary at the 
Inner-German Affairs Ministry, 
who has been in charge of neg- 
otiations on the situation for 
Bonn. 

Mr. Rehlinger said last week- 
-that discussions with East Ger- 
many over the issue had come to a 
dead end. 

East Berlin has granted exit 
permits to East Germans who 
have occupied West German leg- 
ations in Eastern Europe in the 
past. 


EAST BERLIN (R) — The dea- 
dly AIDS virus appears bound to 
reach East Germany, possibly 
through the homosexual com- 
munity in West Berlin, a senior 
East German health official said 
Friday. 

“Frankly, it surprises me that 
AIDS hasn't turned up here yet ... 
but sadly it seems inevitable. We 
are taking the matter very ser- 
iously," Sieghart Dittmann, dir- 
ector of the Health Ministry’s Div- 
ision for Hygiene and Com- 
municable Diseases, told Reuters 
in an interview. 

He said he believed East Ger- 
many could use its centralised hea- 
lth service and subtle social pre- 
ssure to contain an outbreak of the 
acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS) more effectively 
than some Western countries. 

“I am not saying people will be 
taken away in chains. What I am 
saying is that there is a stronger 
sense of social discipline here than 
in, for instance, the U.S. or West 
Germany. 

"People will be more inclined to 
tell doctors of their recent contacts 
and report for treatment." he said. 

He said a special advisory panel 
had been set up to monitor the 
danger. Although doctors had 
reported suspicious cases, no East 
German victims had yet been 
found. 

Homosexuals are particularly 
prone to the disease, which kills by 


breaking down the body’s natural 
defences against infection. The 
virus has spread to the West Berlin 
homosexual community from the 
L?nited States where thousands 
are suffering its effects. 

So far only Czechoslovakia is 
the only Warsaw Pact country to 
have announced suspected cases 
of AIDS, for which there is no 
known cure. Prague health aut- 
horities said later the diagnoses 
had not been borne out by tests. 

Fears centre on the danger that 
visiting West Berlin homosexuals 
could introduce the disease, with 
its incubation period of up to three 
years, into homosexual circles 
here. 

East Berlin has several hom- 
osexual bars and clubs which suf- 
fer none of the harassment cha- 
racteristic of some East European 
countries. 

East Germany’s only direct 
experience of AIDS so far has 
been a young West German who 
was treated in a Leipzig clinic bef- 
ore being sent home. No infection 
has been passed on. - 

Mr. Dittmann said the delay in 
the spread of the disease to East 
Germany could be explained by 
more restricted navel. Western 
visits are limited mostly to pen- 
sioners and a relatively small 
number of professional people. 

Estimates of 10,000 AIDS 
cases in West Germany by 1990 
were grossly exaggerated, he said. 


noting that the growth rate in the 
disease had slowed considerably 
in the past year. 

So far, only two articles on 
AIDS have appeared in medical 
magazines, and there has been no 
sign of concern in the general 
population. 

Mr. Dittmann said East Ger- 
man authorities were using subtle 
propaganda in the homosexual 
community to warn people of the 
disease. 

"We just can't forbid a hom- 
osexual from seeing his West Ber- 
lin boyfriend because of the AIDS 
scare over there," he explained. 
But he said the Health Ministry 
had adopted a policy of word- 
of-mouth warnings, shying away 
from a public campaign that could 
cause panic. 

Meanwhile in London fifty-five 
Britons have been treated with 
blood products contaminated with 
the deadly AIDS virus, though 
none show signs of developing the 
disease, officials said Thursday. 

All but two of them are hae- 
mophiliacs. The contaminated 
blood came from two AIDS suf- 
ferers. 

Fifteen haemophiliacs in Set- 
oland were exposed to the virus 
after an infected person donated 
blood, the government said. 

Another 38 haemophiliacs in 
Wales and the Wessex area of sou- 
thern England were given inj- 
ections of a clotting agent made 


from blood donated by a man 
since diagnosed as an AIDS vic- 
tim. the Wessex Health Authority 
said. 

Two other men received tra- 
nsfusions of blood from the sec- 
ond victim, the authority said. 

The Guardian newspaper rep- 
orted Thursday that a baby had 
been infected from blood tra- 
nsfusions given to its mother dur- 
ing pregnancy. It said a 78- 
year-old man had received blood 
from the same donor but neither 
had developed the full-blown dis- 
ease. 

Thursday’s reports were the 
first known cases of blood donated 
in Britain being contaminated 
with AIDS. 

Wessex regional health officer 
Dr. William McKee said Thu- 
rsday: “We have now asked that 
all homosexuals refrain from giv- 
ing blood at the moment." 

He said the problem had arisen 
because the test for detecting the 
presence of AIDS in blood don- 
ations was not yet widely ava- 
ilable. He said all unused blood 
and blood products from the inf- 
ected donor had been recalled. 

Thursday's announcements fol- 
low a renewed plea by the health 
department to people at high risk 
of AIDS not to donate blood. 

The disease, which is almost 
always fataL has claimed nearly 
forty lives in Britain and as manv 
as 3.000 in the United States. 


Liverpool closes 
Strawberry Field 


LIVERPOOL. England (R) 
— Liverpool City Council has 
approved the closure of Str- 
awberry Field, a children’s home 
celebrated in song by the Beatles. 
The city council voted to run down 
the home over the next five years 
by not placing any more children 
in its care. Strawberry Field ins-* 
pired a hit based on the childhood' 
memories of Beatle John Lennom 


Peter Lawford 
in coma 


LOS ANGELES <R) — British- 
born actor Peter Lawford, who 
was treated for alcoholism earlier 
this year, has slipped into a coma 
and is in critical condition, a hos-' 
pital spokesman said. The spo- 
kesman would not give the cause - 
of his illness, but said the outlook 
for his recovery was very unc- 
ertain. Friends said they believed 
he had kidney and liver problems. 
Lawford, 61, entered hospital last 
Sunday. Before undergoing tre- 
atment for alcoholism last January, 
he said he believed vodka was kil- 
ling him, “and I don’t want to- . 
die- . Lawford was first married to 
Patricia Kennedy, sister of the late 
President John Kennedy, and joi- 
ned the so-called "rat pack", 
whose members included Frank 
Sinatra and Dean Martin. The 
marriage ended in divorce in 1966 
after they had four children. 


Big chill hits 
Soviet Central Asia 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Central 
Asia, more used to desert heat' 
than Siberian chilis, is reporting 
the coldest winter on record, the' 
government newspaper Izvestia 
said. Temperatures in Tashkent, 
the ancient capital of Uzbekistan, 
have plunged to minus 35 Celsius 
(minus 31° Fahrenheit), the paper 
said. As a result, gas reserves in 
4? re ffon normally sent to colder 
climes, are being diverted to the 
mam cities of Central Asia. Mea- 
nwhile. the north eastern Siberiah- 
cities of Verkhoyansk and Oym- ; 
yakon, have already, recorded 
ramus 56 Celsius (minus 68.Fat£* 
renheit) temperature, Izvestmr 
said. _ _ v-fe 


& 

/ 

£fl> 

> r 


4L- 


$lf 

serin 

♦*to 


ipadol 
sael ’ 




toiutt 
ll t 


hsk:\ 


•'inP; 

&W5- 

^XClr. 

i 

*i;i\ , 
;hn-. ; 

'-fin.;-.. 

il 

- ] ^ r l,J; 


v^otei 


.^SlllR 






r< 


On 

ael, 

•Hi 

Er k 


1 it i 
h: 

1 

N 

bic 

‘Ev, 

Irr 


•5 

% 

0.5 





